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One call WET 2 ] 

T- - And to be TO Above | | A 
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* an. © ar at to the Pofitions'ad- yy 
 þ - yanc'd by this AZpalows Advo- 7 : «1 
| ey R _” ASON, I ſhalt endea- - 
'F your to fix or ſtate the ſeveral Meas _ = 
'Y ſures and Principles of Human Kpow- 
\J Zedge; 1 mean, with reſpe& to- the 
3 | tee of it, adi it includes the Know- 


ge of Objetts == "ae das 


p- ak 1C brifian <4 
real and Spiritual Subſtances, of Fi 


nite and Infinite, and of Revealed |. 


| Truths, 


(what has coſt our Adver 
Pages to prove,). viz. [© That NO» 
> in Nature can come to. our 
" Knowledge, but by ſome of theſe 
« four-Means, v4z. the Experience of 


& the Sexes, the Experience of the 


« Mind, Humane and Divine Revelt 
<« t10p, 'Sedt..1 , Capi 3.] / 

' But yetT chinkss it very abſurd, to 
advance” one Rule or | Standard for 
every - Part or Branch of Humane 
Kyowhape,. and thereu 1 form Ar- 
ouments, and c ante editions 
and Abſardities, witl out making the 
ou allowance or diſtintion, with 
efpett to the nature of . the Objett, or 
the: methods: of knowing. it. Here'is 
Eiavo of. all -qur -Adverfary”s 


by (as will anon more fully appear) 
hethas caſt-a: Cloud! upon | Reaſon, 
rather than improy'd - its. Native 
Luſtre and Glony. .. 42.4 

_ And; Fir#, as for the Knowled bf 
of Objeits of _ it's Gxrtain. 590 


— 
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' "uy =o i. poymgennage” DO Wi or, = ON > gs B. mo 0 wud KS xe aL. 


$48 MG Rent Lint TOWED "4 x24 AT Ps. 2. : - 725 ** >; O66 DES 6 OY” 
4 z» of AF TR * SV NIE OA a % EIS A - a nt” yu. y . #4 - 
MF $9, S aches "As ' * - \ p 
» » PS, 15. © . AS, i 
” $ . - , » 


_ Properly calld Myſteries. 3 
Mindof Man, the proper.Seat as | 
a as: Principle of of Want K now- 
| | } by'the Ob- 
It 5 of. the Material- World; ; fory 

i þ Norks "but Matter i the ordinary 
> || courſe of mars Kyowledpe Ski an 
Impr wpon the outward Senjes,: fo on 

ef as 70 ak, 4nd-fix.an Tdea9n 
YH Mind; faitable to the nature of the Oh 2. 
2 FN "And certainly: here is thegreat , - <1 
4} original Stock of Flumane K yowledze; AY 
for the Senſes are notonlythe ſtands 
0 3 elycles - to all tho Ideas, that 
lodg*d in the-Mind;: (ſince ever 
ve ey "od BevSlarier 5am +4 Heas 
-$.rin the Sy fi- 
ol] ins an Rem 9 rngs am, 
fl Subſtances; are little elſe:-but the R& 2 
h ſemblances of material Sehlations, 'Or + 
rf the Ideas of ſome 0bje#- of Senſe. | i 


I However, exalted d refined may | 
« | Spirits, that ave thiogspre ented th — 
"JF the view of the Mind by an imme« oo 


diate Intuition, it's manifeſt we that L 
arecloath'd with Senſes and Matter, - 2 Y 
and thoſe of a-very coarſe alla | muſt #3 
have albourTdeas tinged w1 mate- 2 
rial Adumbrations: ['Fheſe are: that 
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Fo 4 CertainChriſtian Dofhiines, 
=: Glaſs upon the Mind through-whick | 


we ſee darkly, and that wonderful- 
ly incrafſates and diſguiſes the Ima- 
ges'of Things. -- Ir's true, in Objects 
_. . of Senſe our. Ideas muſt' he compa- 
ratively clear'and exaQ; becauſe we 
are ſeated in the very heart or cen- 
- ter of the © material World;- where 
its Oey pprenetly aug inup- 
on our Senſes, 


tion: 'But yet, in Objetts -of *Senſe, 
which we, daily ſee and converſe 
_ with, we cati'by no means pretend 
an adequate Knowledge ;- tor, we 
cannot comprehend or-penetrate in- 
to their proper Efſences, ' or radical 


© Subſtances ;-no, we can'go'no- fur- 


ther than Properties, Powers; or Fa- 
culties, that diſcover themſelves: in 
their Effes, ftrike the Senſes, and 
leave: an Impreſſion, whence-a di- 
ſtinct Idea is form*d, Apain, We 


cannot pretend to diſcover the truefl 


- Modes of theſe Properties, Powers, 
or Faculties, ſo as to.diſcern where- 
in the preciſe Nature. of *em con- 
ſiſts ; for, at leaſt, we can only re- 
ſemble it by ſome Ideas that are 
No nt oa EARN  form'd 
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ales, 'and are continually. 
_ preſented to'our view and obſerya- 
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ford by the. nobleſt of Senſes, .' 
that of | Seeing ; thus of Smells, _ ; 
\Tafts,: and the like : So that we ſee 
the higheſt Philoſophical Exercita- 
tions, even in matters of- Senſe, are © : 
at laſt wrap'd: up .in- that we can 
juſtly call a MysTzxy. Its true,Ob- 
Jetts of Senſe, tho' form'd from Ef- 
tects and Properties, create'a very 
certainand indiſputable Knowledge, 
becauſe:confirmd by daily. and con- 
. tinved Obſervation, and becaule the © 
proper ObjeQts of that part, which 
' (as before concluded )-is not only 
the Vehicle, but firſt Elaborarory of 
all Ideas ; 1 mean the outward Sen- 
ſes. And: therefore, .in Objeits of * 
Senſe, we muſt receive ind embrace 
a Thing as it preſents. itſelf to the 
view of our Senſes , ſince we are 
dſſur'd, that GOD bas appointed 20 | 1 
other way of communicating matter, « 4 
of this nature to Mankind, And to 7 
 receive'an Objei? 'of Senfe- contrary 
_ to the Teſtimony. of all. our Senſes, 
; ye upon the pretended Authori- | 
ty of Revelarion) muſt-overturn all 5 Ihe 2 
xe Meaſures and Principles of He- WO 
mane Knonkedge, obliterate the No- "4, - 
| B 3 _ tices. +. Ml 
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gices and Diſftin&ions of T ruth "al 
« Ervor, raze the prime Faculties and 


| Motrements of Reaſo», and reduce 
Man, the: Glory 'of the Creation, 
and\GOD's Image and Repreſenta- 


tive,” infinitely below the level of 


 Brutes that periſh For this reaſon 
we may reject the Doftrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, - notwithſtanding the 


bighett Profentces to Miracle: or: My- 


fery, ſince it implies a Contradittion 


of the Teftimony of all our "Senſes in 


Ppabver 6 of Senſe. 


But, Secondly, let us. conli ider Hu-. 


mo Kyowle 
© ObjeRts « 
or Spiritual or Immaterial” Beings ; 
for Ms "muſt very much alter the 
| Scene of Knowledges, and'fix it upon 
new Meafires and Principles, 

- And,” 1, It's: indiſputably evi- 
de ent, that our Knowledge of Spi- 


ze as engag'd- about 


rits 15- of a mix'd- nature, ſince. it 


takes its riſe partly from 'the Pow: 
ers 'of Natural Reg on, and partly 
from Revelation,” ' Phe 
of God and our own *$c 
ſome meaſure be traced 
Powers of of Natyral 


the Spiritual World, 
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Properlycall'd Myſteries, 
Frame .of our own Beings, as well % 
as that of the Univerſe, wall inſtruct - 
ce | us, [That there muſt be an Eternal, _—_ 
n, All-wiſe, and All-powerful Mover, | ; 
+ || agreeable to the Sacred Language ; 
xf | The inviſible things of Him from 
z || the Creation of . the. World, are 
J> the ein ,. being underſtood. by 


'e || the things that are made, even His  -_ — 

= Eternal Power and Godhead, Row. © 

» | i. 20. but as for the Exiſtence of 

» | other Beings, we call: Spirits, .or 

- | their Orders and Societies, we muſt 

- | wholly receive it from f Bir =o-anh 

t | Again ; As for the Nature and 

|, | Ideas of a Spirit, this muſt certainly _ 

: | reft on | the Inſtrudtions of. Reaſon 

e | and Revelgriow; and after the. beſt 

2 | that can be given, God knows, our 

+ N Attainments are very lame and-im- 

. | perfeQ; the excellency of our. own 

\ | ae -and;-Qperations tell. us, 

t | That we are aQed by a Principle 

- | within, that muſt be highly diſtia& 

/ & from Matter, . or leaſt, 166 we. ſee 

BE and handle much more from, that 

|; Great GO D, whole Workmanſhi ip 

BB 1s this very Reaſon that. thus di 

| \ his. "or Argument ſuffi, 
4 | ciently 
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rtain Chriſtian Doctrines, 


ciently .inſtruQs us, We ought: nor 


to think that the Godhead is like 
_ unto Gold. or Silver, or- Stone gra- 


ven. by ' Art - and Man's. Device, 


As xvii. 29. © | 


' But now, tho? from good Argu- 


ments we may conclude, 'That a 


Spirit is a Being ſomewhat diſtin& 


from 'Matter,” yet our; mo#t exalted 


Idea will be but a meer Negative, or 
if Poſitrye, a Reſemblance of a refined 
Aerial kind of Matter ; 1o that our 


Ideas of a Spirit is much more ab- 


ſtruſe, ' imperfe&, "and *conjefural 


+, than that of a" Body, notwithſtan- 


ding -the utmoſt- 
preg i ik 

And here-I'm oblig?d to make 
ſome Returns to what this I»fall:- 
ble Reaſoner, with the Authority of 
a Great Man on his fide (as he 
calls him), has deliver'd on the 


ſtances 'of Re- 


. Subjet; it amgunts-to this: We 


have as' clear an Idea of Sprrits as 
Bodies, ſince both” are only to- be 
kndwn by their Properties,"and the 
Properties gf a Spirit are as clear az 


thoſe of a Bod, * Set Seek. 3, Cap. 2. 
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Properly call d Myfteries.- _. 
en to the Infallible Chair, though 


ſome Properties which belong to 


. thoſe Beings we call Spirits, are 


clearly known: and agreed upon, 
yet they are. not ſo many, nor yet 
ſo diſtinguiſhing as thoſe:of Bodzes; 
for, beſides the Properties of parti- 


cular Boates, that diſtinguiſh each 
_ ether, there are Properties certain- 


ly known, that belong to- a Body 


'as'a Body, and diſtinguiſh it from 
"Spirit, and every Being "that can 


be. imagined ; ſuch are extenſion of 


- Parts, and a' Faculty of poeing 
_ a Place in proportion to?em. 'Thete 


are for the moſt part 'Obje&s of 


. Senſe, and Self-evident ; -bur we car- 
ot aecipher' or determine "any+ pecu- 


liar Properties that belong to «Spiri 


25 4 Spirit, and diſtinguiſh it from 
| Body ” Matter, gy Yue hgh 
We may indeed. conceive - Sprrits 
as Finite Beings, by the reſemblance 
_- of Bodies, and- conſequently. make 
'tem exiſt in 'a "place, and poſleſs 
- ſometimes one place, and ſometimes 


another ; but we can ' form no'Idea 


| how they exiſt in' places,” as we do | 
pf Bodies.” As for Thinking, Reaſons ,/ 
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' ing Properties of a-'Sprritua 
_ - Original 'Propertigs are given. I 


- ſince in one place he tells os, [ It's 


Lock's Human Underſtanding, Lib. 4. 


- Oat. - Cap. 3. N:6. And therefore I think 


and Boajes ; inſomuch that we may 
- juſtly» pronounce, | That x0 poſitive 


Spiritual Subſtances , but what carry 
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ing, and Willng, theſe: ftem- to be 
too remote; to be the 09-0 IVY 
Sab-, 
#ance as ſuch, being Faculties that 
ſeem to flow after its Radical .or 


am ſure; they cannot be ſo in. the 
Opinion of my Author's Great Man, 


impoſſible - without- Revelation to - 
diſcover (whether Omnipotency has I 


not given to ſome Syi{tems of mat-_ 
ter fitly diſpos'd) a Power to per- 
ceive or think, — And again, I ee 
no Contradiction. in; it ,- That the 
firſt Eternal Thinking, Being, or 
Ommnipotent Spirit, ſhould, if he 
pleas'd, give, to certain Syſtems of 
created ſenſleſs Matter , put toge- 
ther as he thinks fit, ſome degrees 
of Senſe, Perception, and: Thought.] 
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it appears, there's'a yaſt Difference 
between the Knowledge of Spirits 


Ideas can be formed of Spirits, as 


the 


for '#t's an Abſurdity_ in Terms, as . 


| Gi OD, 
| week alien He hath inſtared. us 10 


* Pljerh calbd Myſteries. "=" =M 

ohe reſemblances._ of "Matter in 'm; © 

other Ideas muſt be forn?d by come. * 

paring *em with Matter, and *pro-  . ' © 

ric: what they . are not, rather © ' [2 

than-what they are. , <= 

+, Bur, 7, hiraly, let. us examin the 1 

Meakiires and -Extent of 'Hamane 2 

Kmowleage, with reſpe& to the 0b , 4 
, as-1t is Finite or Infinite. As > 

for the Knowledge 'of Finite -Ob-- - 

Jes, an Eſtimate may be. taken , 

from -what has. been deliver'd on 

the two preceeding Arguments, the 

Subje&t 'of which being chiefly: Fi- 

nite Objes; The preſent Enqui- | 

ry-then 1s, after the Knowledge of SY 

Infinite : ObjeQs.; and here 'certain- ; "0:0 

ly. the Minions. of the Being that 

Coiaks and \ knows, will determine 2 

the Caſe, I mean, demonſtrate the bY 

Imperfection of Hamane Knonligge: 4 MN 


well as-in the Nature of the- Thing, 

70 imagine that 'a Finite Mind ſhould .\ - 
gain a perfect C omprehenſion of an In- 
finite Being ; infomuch, that itſcems 

no. Preſumption to) affirm. 2 That 
by. vertue of His Omnipo- 


the 
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$4 Certdin'Chriſtian Doctrines, 
the Beartifick Viſion, and 'diſcover'd 


things that Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
Ear heard, nor Heart conceiv'd; or, 
in a word, after we have ſeen Him 


as He 1s, cannot poſſeſs us withan 


adequate Idea of His Immenſe and 
Infinite . Being :, So that with __— 
to- the Godhc 

That-- our Ideas are . made. up - of 
Negatives, and conſequently with 
Clemens Alex. affirm, 'That we ra- 
ther know God- by concealing what 
He # z0t, than what He #-: * Or, at 
leaſt, if we attempt any” politive 


. Conceptions, we are foreed to ſha- 


dow Jem forth: by ſome Finite 


Ideas which we-have taken up, and: 


are already implanted: in us. Thus 
the Divine Attribute of Wiſdom we 
are torc'd to reſemble by a Faculty 
of Diſcerning and Comprehending, 
infinitely ſurpaſſing the- Sphere of 


Humane Knowledge. Thus the Im- 


menlſity of God, by a vaſt ſpace, or 
an Idea. that is without Bounds or 


| Limits, or is not to be circumſcrib'd, 


Den bp {hg 
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ad we muſt affirm, 
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 Properlycalld Myſteries. 13 
Thus Eternity, -by at endleſs: Suc- 
cefſion of Time. © Thus we ſee, af- 


ter' our niceſt 'Conceptions, and af- 


ter the 'moſt accurate Characters 
and Deſcriptions from Revelation it 
felf,, we. are forced to call in Fi- 
wite Objeits, and- meaſure the Blet- 
ſed Attributes of © our Creator: by 


Finite Tdeas ; an Undertaking ſo un- 


worthy of him, that- it feems to be 


a piece of petty Larcexy, or rather 


- 2 lefler ſort of  Tdoletry, as *tis a 


kind of Repreſentation-of the Inyi-. 
ſible Gov, by. things-that are ſeen, 
by a kind of Gold, or Wood, or 
Stone, graved in the. ſhallow Un- 


| derſtan ings of Impotent , Men. 
Here our Weakneſs, our Blindneſs, 
plainly diſcovers it ſelf; «for tho? 
Knowledge. in Finite Objetfs may 
appear: bright' and ſhining, here' it 


mult ſuffer. an Eclipſe, and lye con- 


founded*in+ depth: of . Myſtery ; and, 


ina word, humbly make St. Pas/'s 
Recognition : 'O' the 'depth of the 
Riches 7, the Wiſdom, and Power, and 
Immenſeneſi of God ! how unſearcha- 


But, 
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3X 14. Certain Chriſtian Doftrines, 
k | ” EN . my Fourthhy: let .us :deſcend to. 
i ' the laſt Stage of Humane Knowledge, 
I I mean that about matters of: Re. 
- welation. And, firſt, is certainithat_ 
pure - Matters of - Revelarion are 
things. of which the Mind, © by its 
own intrinfick Light, can form no 
Ideas; and conſequently we cantiot- 
pretend /to know any thing more 
of them, than 'Gop in a reveaPd. 
way is pleas'd toconimunicate.” It's 
iP true,  He- ſeems to be -obliged to 
=: _ . eommunicateHimfelf in ſucha.man- 
= ner, that His Revelations, at leaſt, 
may bear a reſemblance to ſome of 
thoſe 'Ideas we have already -con-- 
ceiy'd, or by the Power of Natu- 
-- ral Reaſon can attain to. 'Thus 
= _ does He reveal a: Saviour that is 
I Gop-Man, he's oblig*d toaſtribeſuch 
' _ _. CharaQtersof Divinity to him, as are 
agreeable to the reveal'd Charatters 

_—_ can form of it; and in like manner 
©: . as to lis Humanity; for otherwiſe 
Wn TI cannot conceive how any reveaPd 
'Fruth can' be imprinted on the 

- Mind, withour Special Inſpiration. 
But then, on the other hand, whez 
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Properlycall'd Myſteries. 


God publiſheth” a reveaPd* Truth in © 
fach { haratters as ſuffice to inform us 


what he intends by it, it." 4 Savi- 


 our-that is GOD-Ilav, or the like, he 


i not ablig'd (neither is it | any way 
requiſite ro. the reception of a teveal'd 
Truth) to was te the” modus -4 
the Union of the rwo Natares : Fir 


Becauſe- the Subje&t of Revelation 
being Matters not. attainable: by 
Reaſon, and Gop the Author of 


them, as long as we have- an-Idea 


of the thing, or an Idea: of what - 


Gor. propoſes. to. be believ*d,. the 


modes of it is to: be' placed on the 


Infinite Power and Veracity of God. 


Secondly, Becauſe. a leading Defigr 


of Revelation. being. t6 eſtabliſh 2 
Confidence 1 1n:God's Powcr and Ve. 
racity,- ir order to:an abſolute Obe- 
dience and and'Worſhip, He did not.in- 
tend to -maker us MaloOpiers, bue 


K reveald what. was uſefuband nece£ 


fary; and dire&s: us to adore, when 
we. cannot. comprehend. --. - 


From what has. been” deliverd 
we may:form: two ' or three Infe- 
rences; 15, With reſpect'to this laſt | 
Annes; Whatever our: Attain- 
ments 
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Ceriain Cbriſtian Doftrines, 


' ments iniay bein Matters of Senſe 
.. - and Natural Reaſon, it appears, that 
..pure Matters of Revelation lye at 


a-great- diſtance from us; and cons 
Kquently Knowledge cannot pene- 


-trate much beyond 'the . Surface; 


ſince they are not- only things, in 
their own nature profound and in- 
tricate, but all our- Diſcoveries reſt 


on the good/Will and Pleaſure of 


GOD, that communicates *em. And 
therefore, -if; Revelation itſelf tells 
us, we. know but in -part,.. or im- 


perfeAly, we may ſafely affirm it; 


and place all Difficulties on the Im- 
perfeCtions of Humane Knowledge, 
or the Depths and Myſteriouſneſs 


of - ReveaPd: Truths. 2443, It's a 
\ notorious Abfurdity to- argue from 
Tdeas-of Objefts of Senſe, or Ma- 


terial Objeas againſt Immaterial 


. ones ;+or - Finite | againft-' Infinite, 


much' more againſt Reveal'd ones. 


For it manifeſtly .appears, that the 
Meaſures of : Hamas extwledge 
-are to 'betaken from: each reſpe- 
_ Qive Object ; for, as every Objet 
hath a diſtiaQt Eſſence: or. Nature; 

1 it hath diſtin&t Properties and 


_ Modes 
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Properly calF'd Myſteries. LY 
Modes peculiar to its Nature ; and 
the Ideas we .conceive of the one, 
may ' not reach or meaſure the. 0- 
ther. This 1s evert ſo clear, that . 
| ever inf Properties that are common 

to ſeveral Objeas, ſuch as Sprriry - 
and Bodies, when apply'd to their 
reſpective Objects, carry no manner 

of Reſemblance to each *other. 

- Thus it's an inſeparable Proper- $ 
ty of a Spirit and Body to occupy - * 
a Place, and yet the manner of Þ 
exiſting in a Place is, no doubt, 
vaſtly different ; infomuch, that E 
cannot find how any. Ideas of the 
Ubi of ' Bodies can conclude any. 
thing againſt that of Spirits, much 
leſs meaſure or define it. ' And, by 


er t- Jr 
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a Parity of Reaſon, we may ſay, - 

as Sake of the Unity'of a Body, 

and 'the Unity of an- Infinite ' Spi-- 

rit-; for the Unity of the Godhead 

- or the Divine Efſence may* be -pre- 

fery'd, and; yet communicate it ſelf 

to Three Perſonal Subſiſtences : and 

.4t muſt be abſurd to .deny this, be- | 

| cauſe it will not comport with our 

| common Ideas of the vo of a 
. Body. '3dly, In Matters of Revela- 

: ”. . B42 tion, 
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veal a {5 deſcribd 178 ſuch | 4. manner, 


- that we. may know. what # intended by 


it, becauſe we cannot comprehend the 
Modus of it ; ſince this .woull oblige 
us to: rejett- ſeveral things, even in 
Objetts-- of-- Stmee; that are hitherto 
Unqueſtionable, W hat I have hi 


therto deliver'd, is by way of ' Prin- 


 ciple;;. and. I ſhall ſtand by it as 
ſuch, in © pra T, the He At= 
tempts of. our aſſuming Reaſoxer ; 
_ and having laid this Foundation, I 
promiſe my ſelf Succeſs, in unravel- 
ing. his 5 pri and Poſitions. 

, 
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= 


[WWhilit they | gravely tell cs, we. mut 


© dove what wecanmt comprebend;]2ad 
; LE | 4 2 ; | 


yet 


'Chriftian Doftrines, 
tion, #r's 44 abſurd to Argue ayaini || 
| ReveaPd Traths, -when' the thing re- 


acc 


; Properly call'd Myſteries. 
yet majeſteriouſly obtrudg. contras 


F 
% 


_ Religion'1nto 1 


or Shelter: to' their in 
another, an. Artifice of Uſurpation;, 
to oblige the Laity to: admit nos 


diftory Comments, as infalliþle De- 


monftrations. of an unfathomable- 
Myktery. 


It's viſible this whole Paragraph 
is ſpent upon the Clergy ; for, who 


are to account for Mens. Ignorance 


or abſurd Notions in Religion, but 
thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is to in« 
ſtru& and remove em? Again 3 
Who are to anſwer for Contradi- 
ions, but the Clergy; that reſolve 


all into unfathomable Myſtery, and 


yet by their peremptory. Comments 
pretend to, unravel aJl to, a De- 
monſtration ?. 'This 1s a Strain: of 


impregnatedgMalice, that, runs thro' 
the whole Book ; wg the. Cler- 
8, by Infinuation, Conſequence, or 
downright Aſſertions, are charg'd 


with Impoſture, as if 'they had ms 
duſtriouſly .combin'd- to: refolve:all 
ſtery, even. to; the 
nr adictions: For 
nakes 1t an {plum 
err :Jgnorance-;. 10 


Ci 


carrying on 0 
1n one - place 


df-- their Creed, 


thingi as a Branch 
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till it hath been ratified from their 
- Confeſſor's Chair. In a word, he 
_ repreſents /?em --as Introducers of 
" Deiſm-; he might have. added, 4 
Subverters of all Religion £00, ſince 
he makes *em© labour in nothing 
but Abſurdities and Contradictions. 
And. now you have the. CharaQter 


or” \ Temper of the Man, and ſee 


: where his poyſord'! Arrows are di- 
reed. | I ſhall with Patience, | or 
_ rather Contempr, paſs by all Stri. 


ures of this kind, and content my 


ſelf with-the Contidence of wiping 
off his, Calumnies by confuting his 
- Poſitions. To return then,” - 

As for the Commegts - of ſome 
_ Divines, ' neither the Church, nor 
Body-of 'the Clergy are: to account 
for the Indiſcretions which Heat or 
. Paſfion has 'ſurpriz?d_ ſome of them 
into;- but, 'm m perſwaded, the Com- 


ments: of others will ftand-the Feſt 


of Reaſon and'Arg 
_ thoſe Truths we c VSTERLES, 
better than thoſe: of3 bis FaCtion. or 
NNE tO Hake. or. overturn 

em. bits 
As for the- Maxim that inſtru 
us 


z, to eftabliſh 
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Properly cal”d Myſteries. ai. * 
ri-us.to' Adore what we cannot Compres. | * 
ef hexd, I think its extreamly proper 

if where we.can prove a Myſtery ; for 

5 it God recommends an: Article of 

e | Faith that exceeds the Comprehen- 

z  fion of a'Finite Mind, we may reſt 

. ſatisfied -with- an 1mperfe& Idea; 

KB (eventho? it be no more than what, 

© is needful to point out to 'us what - 

- God intends by it) and then fur-, 
FF render our Judgments to- His: Inhi- 
-E nite Veracity fox the'reſt: A conſi- 


7. - derable Inſtance of Obedience (even. _ = 
7 the Obedience. of Faith) as well as. OO 
KF Adoration. es wn 7 Sale 4 
\ + Aﬀter- this, he preſents ys with _ AY 
the Opinions of ſome particular Per-—& > 8 
ſons, or, at leaſt, the Fiftions of . his 47 BY 


rity of Fathers, Councels, and Scr# 
ture, and the Rules-of -interpret< 

ing it : But Pm: concernd to aflign: 
[what Deference is to be paid to F4-: 
1 7hers. or -Conncels, or -witat Rules to 
, beobſerv*d in interpreting Scriptare;. 
"|. till he thinks fit to charge our Cop-. 
| fſtiturion with Error in theſe matters. 
"This 1s foreign to. the - Argument: 
|. we are now engag'd-1n. The next. 
| Cz A* thing 


\ 
tf own Brajn, concerning} the Autho-: 
y 


Fat 


92 "Certain Chriſtian Doltrine 
thing he preſents us with, is, Two 


nal Aﬀent to # Divine 
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Opinions of ' nameleſs Parties con- 


 cttning the "Uſe of Reaſon in Reli- 


% 
n 


"gion, and the Sence 'of* Scriprure ; 
_ and; at laſt, makes all ſides ( that 
_ differ from his Notions) joyn in this 
Poſition, ( for T can put no other- 


gloſs on his words, when he affirms) 


- That both from different Principles 


tee, [ That ſeveral Dottrines of the 


N:6.] -F | | 
in-the. New Teſtament- that may 


be properly *calPd Myſteries ſtill, T 


do not queſtion; but'T can evince 


. 


in the Sequel 'of this Trad, * But .T 


carinot find*where the" Church of 
Ezglaud has declar'd herſelf, That 


6 Reaſon hath” nothing: to 'do' with 
ſome Reveal'd Do&tines, but only 


to: prove_- then *divinely revea[d ; 
for; certainly," Faith it fo is # ratio 
Truth ; and 


Reaſon will not only be. concery'd to en-. 
 quire and - prove, whether God hath 
aelrverd it, but to form ſome Taea 
GR ir toe ot; CO 


" New Teftaniput belong no farther ro 
_ the'Enquiries of Reaſon, than to prove 
them  Divinely reveaPd; and; that 
they are properly Myſteries ſtill, Ib," 

at there are Doarines- 
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| Properlycal”d Myſte 


(tho) an imperfect one) of the Nature 
of this Truth ;- at leaſt, ſuch an Idea 
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ries. | 


45 will convinte us what it is'God pro- 


poſes to our Belief. | 

Elfe we aflent to we know not 
what. But after the utmoſt Re- 
ſearches of Reaſon, our very Rea- 
fon may-inform us, that there may 


be a great deal in this Truth or 


| DoQtrine, with reſpe&t tor the Na- 

- ture or- Modes of the thing,, which 
She can by no means comprehend, 
and conſequently may itill be: juſtly 
accounted a Myſtery. 


—_— 


_- 'Andnow wgcome to his own Po--. 


fitions'; [ Om the contrary we: hold; — 
. That nothing reveaPd, whether as. to 


#ts: maxner_ or. exiſtence, is more ex-= 


. empted from its Diſquiſitions, than the 


ordinary Phanomena of Nature ; and 
that there is nothing in the Goſpel con- 
 trary to Reaſon, nor above it, and that 
' #0 Chriſtian Dottrine can be proper 
- called a My.$TERY. This he. pro- 
poles as the State of the -Queſtion, 
__ agreeable to the: Title of: his: Book, 
| and conſequently all that folows is 
| only a confirmation = making good 

"IS. . 4 MN 
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"oa orien nC "Chriſtian: DotHines, | 
_ of this' Poſition.” I muſt conkels. 1 


ſhould-be ſo:fair to him, as to wait 


- His: ents; but becauſe nothing 
| ſhall ſtick upon the Reader, I ſhall 
make ſomething of a return to ſuch 


Decretory Aſſertions, i in the order. we 


find them:.- 
And, Firtt, this great Deaſoacr 


ſtems to pla the Sophiſter, and ex-. 
preſs. himſelf in a very ambiguous. 


manner; He tells us, That: no Re- 
veaPd Fruth is exempted from the 


» Diſquifitions of Reaſon. - Andtruly, 


if he intends no more, than that the 
ſublimeſt ReyeaPd Truths may be 
examin'd by Reaſong as far as ſhe is 


_able to' comprehend them, we ſhall 


entirely joyn with _ for Reve- 


lation is thus far.an A ddreſs to the 
Reaſon. of Mankind, and ſhe may 


hwfully endeavour: to. diſcover and 
cones as much of their manner 


and exiſtence as poſſible; - Provided - 


ſhe does not rejet# what ſhe cannot com- 
 prehend, aud that too upon this very 
grmn Sy Becauſe ſhe cannot compre- 


hend the whole Maxwer and | Exiſtence 


FT them. + 
Fas far Regfs ay ba epacern'd, 
ang 


| Properlycalld Myſteries. © 25 "I 
and yet ReveaPd Truths may be juſt- Cs A 
{ faid to be above Reaſon, and my- 
 {terious, and conſequently his Poſitj- 
ons do by no means anſwer his De- 
ſign; which is.to prove, That No- 
thing is myſterzous, or above Rea- 
OOO | 

r | © But if he'intends, that Matters of 
- | Revelation, both with reſp<& to 
s || their Manner and Exiſtence, may be 
” 
: 


ſcann'd and comprehended by Rea- 
fon, as eaſily as the Phenomena of 
, & Nature; this we utterly deny, .and ' 
> | with very good reaſon too : 1, Be- 
> || cauſe there's no connexion in 'the 
; & Conſequence, the Phenomena of Na- 
[- ture are often ObjeQs of Sence, and 
, 8 ofa finite nature: But there are re-, 
- | yeal'd matters that are in their very 
 |-frame ſpiritual and infinite, and con- 
lequently not tobe comprehended 
' by a finite Mind or Reaſon, - mach 
leff with that eaſe and Aarne that _ 4 
Objets 'of Sence are convey d to the Af 
Mind. - Again, Matters-of Sence are | A 
 knowable and 'comprehenſible by 
- the Powers of Natural Reaſon; . but 
there are Matters of Revelation that 
'| re not. only incomprehenſ Wy ig. 
4 | their 
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_ Certain Chriſtian Doftrines, 


their own nature, but knowable no 


- further than God 'is pleas'd to:com- 


municate or- impart to us. This is 
clear from "what has been already 
lazd down and concluded, and there- 


| fore this can be no Conſequence'; the 
| Phenomena of Nature areealily com- 


prehenfible; therefore.all matters of 
Revelation are ſo. This is ſo abſurd, 
that I do not queſtion but I ſhall 
make it appear.in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe,, © That there are ſome 
« Matters of Revelation, which if 
« {cann'd by Ideas of ObjeQs of 
« Sence, carry the appearance of 
& Contradictions ;. and yet'this can 
« be no Argument againſt the Truth 
&« of *em, 'or that we are miſtaken in 
<« the purport of the Holy Ghoſt, (as. 
&« the Soceznians would have it) when 
«© what we contend for is repreſent- 
© ed in. the cleareſt Characters and 


« Deſcriptihs. And yet, this is the 
| top of our Adverſary*s Reaſonings. 


Bur, 2dly, as for ReveaPd Matters 


being myſterious, .or above Reaſon, it's. 
already concluded, That the radical. 


Eſſence of Objetts of Sence,and much 
more the Modes of | their Properties, 
pts RS "Of 


\ 


a. a2 
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| Chap, 4. Sect. 1. [T: 
bt tefines; an exatF Conformity 9 "Our 


; 


or their Exiſtence, ares above the 
Comprehenſion. of Reaſon ;, If fo, - 
what hath been deliver*'d upon Mat» 
ters of Revelation, will oblige us ro 


conclude, againſt .our Adverſary, 


&: That they cannot be fully compre- 


© hended- in their, Nature or Exi- 
« tence; much leſs in the Mods of 


< it; and conſequently,. that rhey 
<are in the higheſt ſence myſterions, 
« ad above Reaſon. us 

- But to proceed, in the next place 
he entertains you, purſuant” 'to the 
Notions of his ; Ke Man; with a 
hrge account what Reaſons, and 
what fſhe is not; the Means of :In-- 
formation, and Ground-Perſwaſion 
And I mutt freely own, that Ican for- 


_ the moſt part agree with him, and 
his great N 


| an;-at-leaſt-it is'notre- 
quiſite'to enter” upon a nice Exami- 


nation'of every Paragraph, becauſe 


I-find he makes no particular Appli- 
cation of what he has fo elaborately 


delivered in feveral Chapters, ''to 


prove: his main Gen  Hetells us, 
at the Ground of 
Perſwafion is Evidence, and Evidente 


Aras 
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*- , as Certain Chriſtian Do&rines, 
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Taees, or Thoughts, with their ObjeFs, 
or Things we think upon.] The De- 
ſcription, T think, 1s well enough; 
| but all this concludes nothing to 
. prove what | he contends for, viz. 
That nothing is above Reaſon ; for 
the imperfect Ideas of Infinite : and 
Incomprehenſible 'Beings, muſt car. 
ry aReſemblance, or: Conformity to 
the ObjeR, or the Charatters of an 
Incomprehenſible-Being ; and yet it 
_ does not follow, but -our Ideas are 
imperfet, and that there 1s a great 
deal in the Objet, of which we'can- 
notform-any clear Idea. Indeed, if 
this were not. ſo, he might juſtly 
_ infer, That there's nothing above 

Reaſon in:Revelation.. In a word, 
. fince he hath fo induſtriouſly ſtated 
the: Nature of Reaſon and Humane 
. Knowledge; he ſhould have proved, 

That there are no degrees of Evidence, 

or Knowledge, with reſpett, tothe Nas 
rare of the Ob, or Means of Infor- 
mation: That we: have as clear [and 
compleat an Idea of Infinite Beinos as 
Finite, of an Infinite Spirit as an Ob- 
Jed? of Sence :. That reveaPd Objefs 
accurr by -the ſame way 4s Objetts- of 
Wt 5:5. JONee 


- 


Rte Fay, [LO 


F4þ, 8 _ OS 
- : 


Sence-do ; or, That the Extent of re- 


- veald Knowledge, -does not depend on 
the Good Will and Pleaſure of God, in 


communicating what he pleaſeth on eve- 


” Obie. This would have clear?d 


off all Diſpute, and proved. what he 
thinks -he*s able to evince, v/z. Fhat 
the Evidence of. all the Ideas of the 
Operationsof rhe-Mind, 1s as infalli- 
ble as our own Being, Cap. 4. V. 14. 
That what is reveaPd in Religion, 
may be as eaſily comprehended, and 


found as conſiſtent with our common 
\Notions,as what-we know of Wood 


or Stone, of Air, Water, or the like, 


\ Sed. 3.Cap.2.N.12.JOr,ina word, 
"that there's nothing in. Religion, or 


Revelation | myfterious, / or above 
Reafon. The two latter of theſe 
Parodoxes will receive ſuch Replies 


as are proper in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe ; but I cannot paſs the firſt 


without a few: Remarks: - And, to 


- put themoſt favourable Conftruction 


on an Ambiguous 'Aſſertion, I pre- 


fume, he affirms, That :he Evidence 


of our Ideas which we form of the ſeue- 


ral Ads or Operations of the Mind, 
(viz. Thinking, Contemplating, Kyiows 
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W or C omprehending) are as infallih!e 
| 4s that of onr Beings. This'is a 
Maxim advanc'd to prove, 'That we 
are to have the ſame Evidence in all 
ſpeculative Ideas, and conſequently 
- inall Ideas of pure Matters of Reve-+ 
lation ; for this is his Application of 
it : [Let us now but ſtrictly require this 
Evidence tn all the Agreements and 
Diſagreements: of our 'Idea4s in Things 
meerly ſpeculative, &c.: Tb.] To ſhew 
the. Weakneſs or Inconcluſiveneſs of 
his Arguments, and the Falſeneſs-of 
his Poſitions, I ſhall inſtance in.the 
genera[AQ& or Operation of the Mind, 
that of Thinking, And, ' 


[] 


Firſt, If he intends no morethan 


that we have an Evidence. (that we 
think when we actually think, or that 
we have a Faculty to rhizk) as infal- 
| lible as that of our Being, I will eafi- 
ly joyn with him : But, can this be 


an Argument, that all our Ideas of: 
Speculative ObjeQs, particularly of 


- all Matters of Revelation, (that are 


forn?d by Thinking)-re{t uponan . 


Evidence as clear as that of .our Be+ 
ang Again, If he contends for 'an 


Idea of the Nature of Thinkitg, thay, 
Es Ne ' Car+ 
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carries an Evidence 1n it, as clear and. 
infallible as that of our Bezzg ; I ſay, 
we cannot:form an 'Idea ot: the Na- 
ture of T hoaght, . but by retreating to 
ſome particular Inſtance or Object of 
Thought,and reflecting how the Mzizd 
exerciſes: itſelf upon it ; and before 


'we can form. a perfe&t Idea of the 
Nature of Thought, we muſt compre- 


bend 'or diſcern the m4zzer of the 
performance, and this wall carry us 
into! a great many Difficulties and 
betfates We may indeed con= 
clude, that Thought requires the ap» 
plication of the Object to the Mind, 
or rather the application of the Mind - 


'to the QhjeA, which may juſtly be _ 


called Attention. Thus far the Idea 
of Thinking is clear and evident : But 
then, if we enquire into the manner 
how. this or that Qbject 1s commu- 


nicated or apply*d to the Mind, this 


ſeems to be inconceivable, even in 


'Objets of Sence ;: for, whocan pre- 


tend. to deſcribe how Material Ob-- 


Jets arc imprinted on an Immaterial. 
Soul ? 'Therefare we may. conclude, 


that the Ideas we can torm. of the 
Natare of Thinking, and eſs es 


LF %.. 


> - Certain C briftian Doctrines, 


of the Operations of the Mind, do 


not 'carry an Evidence 1n *em as 1n- 
fallible as that of our Being. . 
But further ; Admit we, that we 
* could deſcribe the preciſe Modes of 
the Nature of Thinking, and conlſce- 
quently had an Idea that carries as 
much'Evidence in it as that of our 
Exiſtence, it*s abſurd to conclude, 
' that the Mind can form Ideas of vhe 


higheſt Speculations equally evident 
and infallible. 'The Coal uence, in. 
plain terms, is no other than this, 


Becauſe the Evidence of the Ideas of 
. _ one particular ObjeQ is infallible, 
' therefore' the Evidence of the Ideas 


of every ObjeC&t is ſo. And certain- 


_ If this is a Poſition that muſt pro- 
nounce all our 'Ideas equally clear 
and perfeQ, and the Means of 'In- 
formation infallible, and conſequent- 

ty there can be no Obje&s fallly re- 
preſented to the Mind, nor no Ideas 

. falſe or imperfe&t. < This is Myſtery 


with a witneſs, -or rather Pofitions 


that in his own Language are, [The 
Primary and Uniterical Orioin of all 
. his Errors, Tb.} But, I think, heſuf- 

ficiently confutes himſelf in the fol- 
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lowing Paragraphs, when: he..pros, 
nounces/fomethings dubious and ob 


ſetre, and'allows falſe Ideas may be 


contracted /by Precipitancy- or -Inat- 
tention,” by AﬀeCtion and Prepollels 


© And now for the Secvrid, where 5:2. 11, 


he introduces us with'a Deſcription 
of what is contrary to:Reaſon, [viz; 
What is evidently repugnant to' clear. 
and diſtintt Taeas, or to. our 'common 
Notions, is contiary to Reaſon;} Now 
truly this I think 1s a very lame;'.ini- 
perteQ; or at leaſt fallaciousDeſcrip- 
tion, unleſs it be ballanced with ſom 
Limuations arid Reftriftions; : -- 
© As firft;:Ttican onlythald in Ob» 
jets of the ſame Species;;or: Nature; 
Thuz we can only argue from Objetts of 
Sence, againit Objects 'ofSemce, from 
Finite againit finite, and from. Mats 
ters of Revelation again pretended 
Matters of Revelation: :For: 'its\ the 
greateit Abſurdity in Natutey: 10 cons 

clude any thing againit -any.treveated 
Trath, or Doctrine, \who/a\Objedt: is 

parely Spiritual, and: abjolutely: Infia 

nite; becaaſe it dorh | not accord with 

ft ; > . par 
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our Idea in Objeits of Semce; I i far 
the: Holy Gho# inſtruffs ws better, in 
. obliging us to compare Spiritual Thing 
with Spiritual, A; ſufficient Inhibi. 
Ex - tion truly: againſt diſcarding reveal'd 
4 Truths by any other Ideas, then 
E= what are formed from antecedent 
- Notices of: Reyelation. 
Fhus for out Saviour's Divinity, 
befvde we-yield an Aﬀent to it, it's. 
| requiſite the: CharaCters and Proper: | 
ties of the Godhead, which are int 
the Books of Revelation aſcrib'd to 
the Father, with reſpe& to the God-i| 
head, ſhow'd be aſcrib'd to the Son,l 
BD - But then when this is done, it's ab-l 
WW - ſurd to reje& this great Truth, al [ 
E-- contrary to'Reaſon, upon the force 
of an unreaſonable--Conſequence, 
formed by comparing the incompre- 
henſible- Godhead with Objects of 
Sence. 
Thus the Son cannot be God, be: 
cauſe it miſt deſtroy the Unity of the 
Godhead 3-for the Unity of the God- 
head-muſt be deftro y'd:. Why ? Be- 
 cailſe ſuch Vnity anq Pluralit al 
aever be. Scene ; Objects 
nt, and IE; not 'in 7 
. u 
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Properly call'd Myſteries. 35 - +7 


70 ſublimeſt Matters of: Revelation. 
2» | But whatis this but to proſtitute the 
20 Glory and Majeſty of the Inviſible 
lf and Incomprehenſible Godhead, by 
'0 Nl the vileſt Repreſentations ? What 15 
nf it buta making him like Gold, Wood 
at F or Stone, or Things graven by Man's 
Art. Certain I am, ſuch Maxims 
V, as theſe are the higheſt Contradicti- 
Sl ons to Reaſon; for if they might 
1-E take place, it muſt ſhake the Founs 
dation of all Revelation, even-thoſe 
lively CharaQters which- the Word 
of God hath-given of the Godhead: 
If they muft be (canwd, or meaſured 
by common Notions, or Ideas that re- 
fot from Objetts of Sence.. .. 
Secondly, Before we pronounce 4 
thing contrary to Reaſon, we muit be 
"M- [ure that we have a clear and; perfect 
Comprehenſion of the Thing ; for tho? 
our Ideas that are ſeemingly repugs 
nant-to- it, be never {© clear, how 
{hall we judge of the Repugnancy, 
as-long as' we cannot -pretend to a 
perfect Idea on _ _ anion 
reis a very reaſonable Injunttion, 
between Objefts of Sence; and Mat- 
ters of Revelation ; /{a:that if God 
D's hath 
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6 CertainChriſtian Dofrines, 
\ hathdelivered'any revealed Truth, 
and by comparing it with the Ideas 


IX 


hothing in/emithar affeQts any thing 


»" 


and Charafters of  other-:reveald 
Truths, we muſt conclude, he in- 
tended {ucha' particular thuig, and 
at the ſame time diſcern the Incom- 
prehenſibleneſs of it ; infomuch that 


we cannot form an adequate Idea ; 


#'s abſurd to crejeCt it, becauſe this 
mperfect- Idea' will 'not comport 
with certainclear Ideas in Objects of 
Sence. * Here if any Difficulties, Ab- 
© ſurdities,or Contradiftions ariſe, Rea- 
© fon will direct 15 to place *em upon the 
© Weakneſs of our Underſtandings, or 
© our imperfect way of comprehending 
© ſuch unfathomable Objects ; and with 


- ©Sr, Paul, engage ws to cry out, Who is 


«© ſufficient for theſe things? .And now 


if-my Adverſary will add theſe Li-' 


mitations to:his Definition (as Pm 
perſwaded: he?ll be forced to do) I 
do-not queſtion; - bur Fcag'wipe off 
all the Abfurdities. produced -1n the 


following Chapter, at leaſt by ſhew- 


ing their Impettinence to. the Caſe 
before us::- Andon this'account, 1 
paſs/by*emyas well as becauſe there's 


al- 
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already.,delivered , . byt-either con- 
firms, or-may, be fairly: ſolved by it, 
I therefore-proceed to his Argument, 


- Sect.,,2; Cap. I. N.e:4s. 


The:.firſt thing I ſhall inſiſt waa 


is, [That if «ny Doitrige of the New 


Teſtament be. contrary, ro: Reaſon, we 
have no manuer of Idea: of it * 'Ta 
ſay for inſtance, that. a Ball is White 


and Black at-once.] Here: he \uſfict 


ently diſcovers himſelf ; ; he tells. us 
hefore, That whatever: is repugnant 
to comman Notions, -1s contrary./f@ 


Reaſon ; ; and, what his common Ngx ' 


tions are, the Inſtance before us,latfr 
ficiently: informs; thasji '15y;.1n plain 
Exsliſb,. whatever d laes not COmport 
with themoſt trite Ideas of Objects 
of Sence iscontrary to; Reaſon; and 
therefore.the. moſt ſublime revealed 

Truths (whoſe Objets are-Spirits; 
and Infinite Spirits, and conſequenp 
ly the Ideas weican pretend to, mu 
4 highly; imperfect); becauſe wg 
cannot) adjuſt chem with. the mot 
common Ideps. of :Sence,. are contra- 

to Reaſon,;.. But-the Abſurdit of 
this Aſſertion,.. I hope; I have {i 
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- "But, todeliver my own Sentiments 
of matters of this nature once for all, 
I'do believe there's an eternal and 
univerſal Harmony in Reaſon, as 
well as things both created and un. 
treated. The Reaſon of Mankind 
js certainly ar immediate Tranſcript 
of Infinite Reaſon, and all the Coun: 
|  Fels, Decrees, and Declarations of 

' Heaven are the DiQates of Infinite 
Reaſon, and the Reaſon of Mankind 
muſt beeſtabliſtyd upon the unalte- 
. Yable Rules or Meaſires' of Infinite 
Reaſon; and therefore- there can be 


© . noTdeasof Infinite Truths 'or Ob- 


jets ( provided they are: compleat 
and perfect; ſuch as Gop' can con 
ceive of Himſelf )' which really con- 
tradi& the Rules and” Meaſures of 


Humane Reaſon, if ſhe were enabPd 


to comprehend em as clearly as her 


©" But yet, Tthink, T have'made it 
appear, that after all the Reſearches 
of Reaſon, there are reveaPd ObjeRs 
of which we can-form'but very im- 
perfect Ideas, both with reſpe& to 


their Altere, a enc 
and yet we may form 


ſuch an Idea as 
LEE oe + © in- 


e, and Modus, 
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inſtructs. us what Goa intends we 
ſhould believe. 


From hence we may- conclude, A ==: nl 

« Thatas their nature 1s peculiarly | di» " 

« ſtinguiſht from all other Beings,ſois J 

4 the  odus of their Exiſtence : | So "= 


that it's highly abſurd to deny ,our 
Aſent to the Truth of it, becauſe _— 
we can form -no Idea that will com- P 
port with thoſe-we have form®d. on __ 
| {bjeits of Sence, and conſequently ad- 
> i judge it to be contrary to Reaſos. 
ef © This is: a: ContradiQtion to .the 
e | © Eternal..Laws of right Reaſon, - 
- | < which, -in-Caſes of thus nature, di- I 
t & &re&tusto fix the Abſurdityor Con- = 
. 8 < trariety on:-the ImperfeCtions. of F- 
. | © our Underſtanding, or. t| e Falle- - 
F iN ** neſs of the Rule, 1n judging Adar- 

i zers of - Revelation by Dbiects of 

= © Sence., .. - 
In a word, from what hath ibeen . #2 
Aaid, we may, in exprels.terms, af- 2 
firm, That we .can form .imperfe& - _ 
Ideas 'of Matters of Revelation, io © 4 
far as to.know what .Gop propoſes 
x0-0ur Belief: And yet, when we 
. proceed to examine the . Modas of 
; "ay Exiſtence, UP Ag reconcile 
—— 
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it with*the'Tdeas of Obje#s of Side t 
and, for all this, we muſt not pro: 
nounce -any' thing of this nature con- 
oy t6-Reaſoy ; or eſteem thoſe im: 
et Ideas, no Ideas at all. | 

- Give me*leave to-allaſtrate this 
Mo 41 Inſtance which the So: 
£inianChuſes toadvance his own Hy- 
thefis, by-exploding iit'; I mean, 
the Diviniry- of our. Saviour : We 
affirm*Hin to be poſſeſs?d with the 
Fulnefs & the Godhead, becauſe his 
Divinit)"is deſcrib'd if CharaQers 
that are peediſiar to the Godhead, and 
fuch #s'cbreeſpond with'ithoſe Ideas 
-of th&Godfiead as are form'd by the 
Aſiffthte of Revelarion: He rejefts 
his his De, becauſe: he- proceeds 
further, 'and -examins' the Moan of 
its Exiſtence, with reſpect: to the U- 
nity of the Godhead, and its Umon 
with Humane N aturo> and there- 
_ vpon forms a Modus: by {ome com- 
 mon' Tdeds'” or ''Notions," and 'then 
-compares:it- with 'other* Ideas of the 
ſame ratik <and on quality and. Tejetts 
thoſe Ideas-whith Seriptare has gi- 


, 


ven us of his Divinity, "by pronoun- 
Fing: ſack" a Revelation” 'abſurd'-ard 
Ys Eo con- 


Properly calf'd Myſteries,” 4a 
'; | contrary” to._}Reaſon; becauſe the 
0: | Modis of its Exiſtence withthe Uni- 
- || ty of the Godhead and Humanity, 
- | (thing form?*d and hammer'd out 
"8 of his own ſhallow Underſtanding,) 
is | does not comport with common T- 
ol deas' of Objeits of : Sence. | Here, I 
7. think, 1s a-Complication'of Abſur- 
i, dities, or things'that run counter to 
' | the eternal Meaſures of right Rea- 
x fon ; the Godhead of our Blefled Sa- 
5K viour 15 rejected and deny*d,:as con» 
$8 trary to Reaſon, not becaiiſe we 
da want Revelation for it, ſince-we may 
Ss read it in' the: cleareſt Characters ; 
e | ut-we: muſt expound thele. away, 
's Ml 1, Becauſe' we cannot comptehend 
s ll \theDodzs of its Exiſtence:(a thing 
fl that often exceeds. our Comprehen- *, 
- | -fion) even-+in PhiloſophicakDiſquifi- 
1 © -tions. 244, Becauſe we caondt torm 
- | 2 Modes that comports -with-com- 
mon Ideas 'or Notions 'in'| Objects of 
\Sexce.”. * But; if Conſequences of this 
'#-nature are {uffer?d to rtake7place, 
[$:apainſt ſuchilegible CharaQers of 
W* (hothiry, it: muſt overturn: thoſe 
. | [ideas ofa: Gor; which Revelation 
| | - and Natural Reaſon bath furoilrd 
*.- {. » Wn | « us 
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Certam C briſtian Doftrines, 


« both are equally clear and un- 
« deniable. - 

I have dwelt too long on this Ars 
gument, but not without Deſign, be. 
cauſe I would not beoblig'd to make 
a formal Return to every little Pa: 
{age thatruns againſt ws, or diſpels 
every Speck of a Cloud that's rais'd 
upon Sophiſtry vr Falſe Arguing ; 
I am fure I have offer'd enough: to 
_ oft the F wo oh what he hath 

geſted 1 in the followingParagraph, 
NS. "for, he's a ccemplane Cine 
iſes his own Devil, and then lays it, 
== frames an ObjeQtion, and gives his 
% _ _. . own Anfwerto it; irs this: Wis 
+ will think to evade the Difficulty, Þ 

| ſaying, That the Ideas of certain Do- 

Grines muy be contrary indeed 30 com- 
mon Notions, yet confiſtent with em 

| ſetves;. — hes but ju "where he was 9 

Now, I have y-:deliver'd the 

Meaſures of forming reveaP Ideas, 

not by comparing *eﬀm with 06; ects 

of Sexce, but Spirituel 'Things Tek 

Spirernal:: T wil admit, indeed, it 

maybe done by common Notions ; 

if hell -— his common Noti- 

ons, 


« ys. with, ſince the: CharaQters of 


Properly calPd Myfteries. 
ons,' as he docs-inthe cloſe'of bis Pa- 
ragraph, or, at keaft, with ſome Im. 
provement added to%em ; for T can 
freely ſubſcribe : - [ That we eanmor - 
aferwiſ diſcern His Revelations, but 
their conformity with our Natural 
Notices of Him,] GO D he means ; 
or; at aſt, thoſe Improvements we 
receive of Him from Revelation, 
And in this ſence 'our Saviout”s Divi- 
nity is not contrary to common-No- 
tions ; for we can form an Idea of it 
agreeable to thoſe CharaRers which 
Revelation and/Natural Reaſon gives 
wor the Nom but, then the 
T1A4Tom ndmsg the 
oyuhs Exiftence prob ENG 
tures together, 'which we' call the 


Mod: of the thing; and 'this,' we 


ſay, is not t6'be- meaſurtd by icom- 
mon Notices, - for, to a Finke) Ming, 
it's Tncomprehenfible : < But then it 


$35 not a DoQrine of * Chriſtiagity, 


«rhat we ſhoyld” comprehend” it”; 
#* much leſs is it a Dofrige of Reaſon 
Kigr Chriftianity that we ſhould<x- 
« ohade or caſhier the clearefti'Cha- 
% yaQters of our Savipur's Divinity or 
f f* Incarnation from Wy A 0 of 
0 
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of Chriſtianity, becauſe we cannot 
* comprehend the manner of the U- 

* gion of the. two Natures, nor form 
« any clear Idea of it, at leaft, ſuch 
<'aswillcomport with common No- 
* tiqns, +. It's true, we.may reſemble 
-It; as. isdone' in one of our Creeds, 


One:Man, fo Gon and Man,is Ont 
Cunsve;; but we :do. not advance'a 
Similitude i into a compleat Idea, . o 
an: Article of Faith. : 

But,-:to offer 3 age or two more, 
if this-method: of Arguing may | be 
admitted, I cannot;onceive+ but. it 
xplode the: Belief of the: Soul, 
y- Principle -diftin& from -Mar- 

| ter, puede we cannqt-fix the. Mod «; 

of its; Union, or: - CONCeIVE an Idea. of 

the-manner' of. its- Ineeſſant Intet- 
courſes-with the Body 

::To eonclude Lg ment, from 

> what! is faid,: I think here's enough 

to defeat our Adverſary” s Triumpla 

even over his own: QbjeQcion ; -for, 

TELIP! fately affirm, That 'as the 

Nature;-of ' the* Godliead 1s diftin- 

'd;by . Properties; peculiar +to it 

fel ſowe aye yl conclude, that 

it 


- 44 Certain Chriſtian Doftrines, 


As the: reaſonable Soul and Fleſh s 
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at 


when hetells us, That Four may 


ir has a manner of Exiſtence with 


Humanity- ſo peculiar to itlelf,” that 


we mult not pretend to comprehend 
it, by comparing\t with Obje&s of 
Sence ; and 'yetwe'can: freely own, 
that there's neither: Neceſſity nor 
Poſſibility of its being'comprehend- 
ed by-us, or of determining what is 
the preciſe Modus of it. [ abf4u75 
And thus much of his - Notion'of 
Self-conſiſtence. And as'for his Sar- 
caſtical prophane way of "Arguing, 
e cal- 

ki Five in Heaven; he might know, 
© That Nambersareonly empry Deno- 
© *inations, and no Arguments to be 
©fornrd from?*em;-bur.as apply*d to 
eThings ; and then, if we: conſider 
Heavenly Objects, with-reſpett to 
«the manner of their Exiſtence, a 
© Unity and a Trinity may* be: con- 


© ſiftent, for any thing he- knows''to 


©thecontrary. And this is ſufficient 
to prevent any modeſt Manfrom 

onouncing | .ContradiQtions , upon 
ch unfathomable Truths,:by mea= 
ſuring rheir Moda« by Common'No- 
tions, things that exceed ' our 'Com- 


prehenſfion as.much as they are:be- 


ſides 
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fides the Sn r—— Colin £ 
Faith, ' Here we -ingy diſcerm the 


ris inof his Reaſonings #0 be-wan i # 

" d:ftimguiſhing Things, 1 mean the if > 
ing of a Thing, d the Manzer of | 0 
its , with reſpe& to-it{elt, or i © 
25 ris united to ſomething elſe; \, | © 
- . From hence paſs to.V, 9. for no. i ** 
thing intervenes-that dire ly. con. © 
cerns the. preſent Controverſic, or, at I © 
leaſt, has not had a Reply to.it. And I © 
here I.cannot joyn-with him, when 
he s, That « ſeeming Contradi- Þ 
FHion,(evern in Matters of Revelation } -C 
nn car; $f] ( 
think, the Difference is palpable inall I " 
caſes, 'but eſpecially in ContradiQi-I 7 
ons upon-the Nature.of Things; for , 
_ ©Wecall that a ſeeming Contraditt- ( 
© on,when there's a | = pn dif: © 
© covers itſelf, but we havengta clear | 
rp erfeC Conviftion of it; And, '| 
\ 
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turn the Scale. -- But now, a real Con- 
tradition, or rather a clear Contrads- 
- Fox, (for it ſhould paſs under this 
Namewith reſpect to our knowledg 
of it ) is, © When. we have. a clear 
« and + unqueſtionable Idea- of both 
« parts of it, or both Objefts, and 
& thence conceive an irreconcilable 
* Repugnancy.. . But now, in-/mat- 
ters. of pure Revelation, whoſe. Nz- 
ture 15 ſpiritual and infinite, I'ean- 
not ſee how Reaſon can direct us-to 
pronounce or determine read or clear 
- Contraditions between them and 
Common Notions, becauſe -we'can- 
not pretend. to an adequate. Or: clear 
Tea 3 1 mean, that which is compa- 
_ratively {d, with reſpeQ to. thoſe of 
Objetts of Sexce, and conſequently: 
cannot decree what rea! Repugnarcy 
lies between them : And. therefore, 
if eeming ContradiQions or Difficul- 
ties ariſe, by comparing reveaPaTraths 
with common 1deas or Notions, Rea- 
ſon cannot (as this Author, would 
have it) pronounce a real Confrads- 
Hon, and ſuſpect there can bene re- 
ff v#4/d Truth, eſpecially whaw, there 
| are:the cleareſt CharaGers. of .the 
* 2a _ _rhing 
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" Certit c -briftiim Di Difrindd,. q 
thing torreſponding with Ideas of th th 
fame nature. © Here:Reaſon muy 
< oblige us to place the ContradidQ 

 « ons*of- our Inabilities in compre 
hot © hending Matters of this nature,an{ 
<« yield an Aﬀent upon the Sai 7 
« of Infinite' Power and Veracit 
For whith Revelation has ſet fort tl 
the thing in the cleareſt CharaQery 
and the very fame in which the ful | 
damentaFArticle-of all Revelation 
repreſerited tous, T-mean that of thy 
Godhead; if ſeeming ContradiCtion 
muft beſuffer'd to diſcard it, ifs in 
poſſible-we can yield any Aﬀſent ti 
the Being'of a GOD: For, where thi 
Charts are as clear for one as tlie 
other,aad'both: reſt on the Tame Aus 
thority, that of Revelations to aiſen 
other one, "muſt call "2p queſtion th 
,& hg . 


Proceed we, in athe: next vgs 
confider what is deliver*d onthe Aw 
thority of Revelarion,” he meansthi 
which is Divine, C ap; 2, N. 1't.;'Atid 

 hers'1-eannot be'reconcil'd -to-oki 
Diftin@ion he gives'us : [Revelation 
# ' Hat neteſſirating Motive am 


4 LEY 
, 


'4 ; Mean of Ain]; N ow,” 

7 I ean fee no Abſurdity in fay- 
ing "That the ſame thing may be a 
Viean of Information, anda Motive 
f an 1 Aﬀent too, for an Information 
arries an Aſent along with it pro- 
portionable to'the Credit or Autho- 
y of the Informer. Now Revela- 
jou is certainly.a Mean of Informa- 
tion, ſince it- preſents us with new 
Objefs, which Natural Reaſon could 
never diſcover ; But, beſides this,- it 
is San pa brmnies that proceeds from 
pize Veraciry, attended with Infi- 
Power, dom, and Goodneff : 
Herein it's di ifh'd from Hu- 
mar Os 2} Sy) therefare,when- 
mee we are efſur'd (ſo as toyield a firns 
Yer ) that wh 4 particular Article is 
xeaPd,; it becomes the moſt neceſſit«- 

ling Motive of Aſſent ; I mean, to the 

Tath of is; becauſe, this _ 

ed, here's Infinite V eracny, from, 

Power and Goodneſs againſt, our 1x 
Wer fect Ro eptions, x) the ſeeming 
{Diff unded in*em;: When 

once we pu og yin it to be. Di 

vine Revelation, 1.think, we may 


we affirm, again this Reaſoner, . 
[We: 
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" Untai Chriſtian D Doflrines, 


_ may believe purely upon bis Ward 
without Evidence, (at hee fuch as ty 

os )'in the things *emſelves]. Here ; 

ority of him that ſpeaks, ot my Y. 

. Coi endo pHom of the rhing, or what be ſajj, 
» the Ground of my Perſwaſion]. % 
- But, to as for what thiz 
 Reaſoget! ays of Gov? $s Omaipoteng 

' and Contradiftions, N, x 3. no one lf 

Þ filly to imagine, that real. Contry 2 

ditions are an Obje&t of Omnipo5 

tenoe ; but there may be Contradvlff ; 

Qions which we apprehend as real * 

thar in truth are but Reming one | bs 

and particularl "when we cannot i ; 

7 compre the nature of both the; 

| : or Objeats ; and it's. aireal Y: 

conch ded, that in matters of Revell y, 
latwon Rey a6 Lo us ty 

our Judgments, an 
: Andthen 77 cares 
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* Subject 
polerios: Thus far our Sr 'R 
< our will bear us out, for all rhizorf 2 
* IG SIO Cos Abit. Ax. 26. : 
to purſiie him a little furthen, 
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Ts 1 nj We [AS rey We Can: 
fl 10 more fat ft them from the Revela-: 

"N tion'of G O D, than from that of Man, 
ll for the conceiv'd Ideas of. Things are 
"ll the o-ly Sabjects of believing, and theren 
i fire aff Matters reveaPd:by G OD or 
Mer, muſt be equally intelligible and 
Wl 20 Fble : We are $75 to expect the (ame 
"ll pres of Per ſpicuity ( he-means, with 

i reipect to the knowledge of th the Obs 
i je: &) fom GOD as from Man, the. 
IN wore of Certitude from the-firſt than 
the la#f : he means with reſpe to 
the Veraci ot the Publiſher. ]-.. _ - 
Azſw. What has already been de- 
"Rl lver'd upon Matters of Revelation, 
Y hope, will fatisfie any ON 


 [: ” OD his AOrera6s nothof 
py hi  Natiire of reyeal'd Truths. as is 


ry 5 ſequent- 
ha at leaſt diſcover'd fomuch 
5 A$1S 1UITh ent to inform us,upon Prin« 
"© ciples of Revelation, what He propo» 
eh &ﬆ to 0ur Belief,: but He:did not . in- 
B | "> make. us Fielder, ſo/as 
to 


ap, = 
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urſelves, and, 
tenor only | 
7 ſometimes 


| zo come to a final Determination,or 


* 


d-aniAfﬀent tothe. 


of, Fay 
ich Relation, 6 INS Hg | 


the ſame degree of Perſpicuity 
que from-;GQD. 
a 1dea f ' reveald., 


EEE, ltroform an Idea of the Modw:of : 
th mo Exiſtence, that will comport 

th common Notions, tho? this be 

the true Modus, we may fafely 
b.. 1nce- them poſſible ; © but we 
© cannot-pretend to ets: the Poſliz 
ility of *emi, unleſs we could judge 
ED the real Modgs, and Hg that 
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or! tion, when we know as much: of 

8 «the thing as ſatisfies us, what it is ;. 4 ol 
of :$&OD propoſes to our behef, and Ts Ben Oc» 4% 
"ny «yer find lome things containd.in | 
ef em incomprehentible in their own © © * | 


ly nature, and rely upon God's Vera- 
"ey *eity, Power, W iſo , and Good- 


1s *nels, rather than reject the whole, - 
2 Meceaſe we know butin part. Nay | 
 F firther, in the caſe of Miracles, we 


gant, that Reaſon may judge of the 
"reality of *em, becauſe fo are Ob- 
-JeRts of Sence, and are to be examin'd 
7 the Teſtimony of the Senſes , by 
Ideas of ObjeQss of Sence, and _ 
-Exercitations of Reaſon upon IG, 
and becauſe Miracles are the 
.troulable Demonſtrations of the he Sp 
-fit, or Means of Conviction, for pro- 
ving the Divine Original of Revela- 
\ tion ; ® And wecan freely grant, that 
6 # Recſow muſt a& by cammon'No- 
*+ions, to prove Revelation to be try- 
8y ' Divine : | But when this is: done, 
theres no Conſequence that Reaſon 
\mwſt {til meaſure reveaPd Truths by 
> Notions, and reject *em 
_ the cannot fully comprehend wg Pr 
# ifſhecannot make*em comport with 
| "Fammap Notions; w | 
& 2s 4 - Our 
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eur Adverſary | labbfirs tc to prove 


The remaining Inſtances, which 4 


only declare the' Perſpicuity of the 


Moral Law or Chriſtias P: Precepts, an | 


| Ingenious Reader will preſently di- 


ſcern how foreign andimpertin 
they are to his Deſign. MN v 
At the fame rate he trifles, when 


_ he raiſes an ObjeQtion from the Cor- 


ruption of Humane: Reaſon ; as if, by 
making his own Anſwers and Obje, 


ions, he had vanquiſh'd all our Ar: 


guments, gair'd the Field, and might 
triumphantly maintain , That there'; 


wothing in Ss Chri _ Religion my- 
Peviows or above Reaſon; for, I do 


not anywhere find the Ch.of England 
fixes the Controverſie on this Bottom, 


and therefore: this is Reply enough : 


to two of: his RIny; VIS. 3, 4 


And res we come to. the :'T bird | 


Seftion, where we are introduc'd 
with an Account of: whats »vy/ter. 


and above Reaſon, T ſhall forthemoſt 
part take his own Accounts of it; and 
therefore ſhall not much diſpure/any. 
thing in the firſt Chapt. only cannot 


"to remark,).how lame or im- 


I perfect, or, at leaſt, induſtriouſly 
equi 
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piainls all his Deſcriptions © are 2 
rves:us two Significations 'of a 


: 
' 
ET 
» 


he - 04 ry, the firſt I ſhall notexamins 
an + hairy is, (I ſuppoſe: he ſpeaks 
di- his own Opinion, el be ſhould have 


1d feclar'd the contrary) [ It is made to 
| fgrifie 4 thing of its own nature _ 
en il inerwable, and. not to be judg'd of 
r-= 207 dinary Faculties and Ideas, tho is 
by be never ſo much reveaÞa, ] Indeed, 
ce | Ithink m__ w_ part of 0p Deſer 
rr: *ption is a ery ;. tho), e 
; means, in hens of the Nog 
7; or by reaſon of its Immenſity, it's in- 
5. | + conceivable to us, or with re{pe&-to 
lo Humane Comprehenſion ; but then, 
Tl. who knows: how far: he intends to 
n, | - carry this,' I mean, repreſent a My- 
1:1 4 ;ncorteivadles Ifhe intends ito 
| as that we can form no maxrer of Idea 
T, of it,thenheimpoſes a manifeſtAbſur- 
*dity upon theWorld ; for no'oneever 
hþ Ithat A Mvermr that we could 


4 | apc otherwiſe we could: not. 
| know what God propoſes to. our Be: 
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1a Dofirines, 


lief. -Bur then, if we enquire further 
into the-rhing 
ravel the Modxs of its Exiſtence, we 
caneither form no diſtia& Idea, or, 


at leaſt, nonethat will comport with | 


common-Notions. And thus far we 
affirm, That Myſteries are not to be 
judgtd of by our ordinary Faculties 


city tis 'the Caſe before him, he af- 


firms, [That nothi 
«Myſtery, becauſe we 


fs of it, apr View of 


all its Properties at once; for then eve- 
would be a Myftery. ] Now 


imuch of his Mind; for Pm 


, and endeavour to un. | 


| _ tho never ſo clearly re 
veal'd. 4 : | 

T poninihns © of: 2. where, after 

| havin promigd-a wonderful Perſpi [pts 


can be ſaidro be 
0 ' mot an ane 


waded that no Finite Underftan- 
ding can caticerveralithe ſeveral Pro; 
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_ 

be a Myfteryt to.ev | 
|} ing but GOD: 'So _ X 

 $i0n rais'd, that proves 
noone requires it.” We: will-there- 
- fore, paſs this:as an Unphiloſophical 
 Rlunder; and deſcribe an adequate 
Idea to be what he aims at, wiz. 4 
ore and diſtintd Idea of the Nature 
ad Properties of an Objet#. This (he 
|| contends) cannot be fairly oppoſed 29 
| Keys STERY, becaule, .in the Know- 
e of Humane Bodies GOD has 
Komty anſfwer'd Io Ends: and 


Deſigns of it, by enabling us tocom- 
| prehenc ce pron Perpati Properties of 
Bodies; and. of *em : 


therefore what remains cannot. 2 
MrsTzxy, N. 19,20. This'is truly 
2 Reaſon which is-more cogent .0n 
the other hand, as well in hi- 
al as ;ReveaPd DiſhuiGzions: GOD 
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there-are Myferies in Natere, as well 
as Revelation; fo that weare behol. 
den tohim for his Argument, tho' he 
had no Friendly Deſign in it. Indeed, 
if he would be content to carry, us no 
| further-+than the force of his Argue 
ment-naturally tends, we ſhould pre. 


ſently. joyn-in an amicable Accom- | 


LS modation, which i is in other terms.ng 

Fry's arg this : irony FR be rol 
, in Revelation, ( he might 
 K have added, nor-in web Fu 
$ T-mean, in. this Notion of it ; be- Þ - 
* cn a as ou oh " 

* nite Under arecapadle ot, | : 
* or as-muchas is neceſlary W uſeful, 
If this may be admitted, it's. a ſub- 
ſtantial-Reaſan:to; conclude he chr 
the Poſſibility ofa Myſtery. -. 

'But-we/may {ay there are Mhftte 
rats, >not becauſe we know not as 
ads as is con 


£3, 
& %. : 


70) , there are Myſteries-1 in Natere, 


; Properly calPd Myſteries. | | : 


'we have 'a com petent Idea of the. 
Properties of Bodzes, that is, as far as 
. they are uſeful to us, yet weare' not 


able' to comprehend the 'Modws/ of 


their Operations, nor indeed the true 


Cauſes of a great many obvious Ef- 


bh. "Again, In reveaPd Truths we can. 


fem at lea, an imperfe&t Idea of 
what GOD propoles to our belief. 


Thus we form an Idea of our Sevi- 

_ vers Divinity, from thoſe CharaQers 

BS which Revelation and Natural Rea- 
ſon gives us of the Godhead. We- be- 


lieve him-to be poſſe(#d with the fu/- 


: LL of the Godhead, becauſe the ſame 

'Charatters are afcrib'd to him thar 
are: aſcrib'd tothe: Father in reſpe 

of the Godhead ;” but we cannot forme 

an Tdea of the Manner of the Union 
of this Divinity with Hamane Nature, 

- nor its Conſiſtence with the VUnityof 


the Godhead, atleaſt ſoas to make it 
"compott with common Notions :\ So 
 1n_ reſpe& 'of: the. Modes 'of 


"things, whether as to their Exiſtence 


or Operations,evenin thoſe of Natural 
Bodies, as well as Matters of Revels- 


C wa 


| tans ado'bn his- Ea 
 Promeiples. And, 
Ot, T's certain his Evaſions cons 

off the Denomina- 


90 Neves, 66 


Denomina © | 


«all Reeo-c can praviunce nothing 
* when 'we know heme" ? OW to 


= 


F ph - & d 7 % - . , jy 3 +» f -. o ” * £ bs : "I 
. #7 bits _- bo DAS W's SH 2 0 III it Lab os 52 wg Dy EO OGO PPE, Ay ; 
"we Mn a> Ad wi Sud. an 7 Sth te. oe Sera wc oe Enna Ron NC RT OE Pe nt” 


+ = 


£ 
4 Ds 
Fl 


Va 
= 


ON a Ron When ue ne i Yr Beg Os 


| 
} 


| cru g than to. ſay, That 


{ca of the Things 


? 
+» 


2» A £8 L ” 7 
b-C . LISLE hs 6 Et FOIL PR "YT Tu £ Kt Gere HG : ” Pa as £3 " 4 WW - Zo - 2 TSS RI TT 
BINDS , . "3. S's as _— {* i . " 4 SY we" £53 , +. IO 
& «, > ” , £ #14 - . if $4 LS "'S TR % Fc *% E Fx " " 2 WONT p* 
PA 1 p fi 1 OO NC - ; SALE nd 1% # 2%. 
7 "iy oo | 58 "ons VOOR 
* , -* '% "3 s, : L, o_ » 4 d. 4 . "_ "" 
4 id : ” *# ” 2 6 * 
$4 y F Pu L , ) bd | , 55 IH 
».f FP - 4 *4p*. * 
_ 
A . 


« feriout ;. for af we Ks _ ace 
& | ia 71 ri we know and ve 
4 ph, Mo Ava mult con- 
| © clude there's ſomething behiad, ei- 
© ther as tothe Mades or. Rationale.of 


ngs are.in this reſpet mpferions, 


"or above Reaſon. | 
#6 4;To. 


pn wp. ſtrict Notion of 
, we are not.to. conſider the 
paula oy ei wp we 
cannot. co T e grand 
Us tion os ag; a ky Pre 47 
opertres of Things 


5 *emſelwes, Camper 
| Ererormrngs ow us ? 5 For-its the 
*Abſtruſenels. = I naccelkbility of 
-- + NUNS that make the —_ #3, 


EK World d which We cannot 


A — Can an 


com ay 
£ |; rey there? (Ms 7 in Neu 'oBr 
850 


lags 
Revelation : ris a gry | 
Inſtance of a/ vain inſulting. Adverſz 
Ty, Thowe. live upon Water, and | 7 
and handle it daily, there .may_ and. 
Jonerbing in is myiteri ,4ud aboy 
me x a Fauomey s 
an every thing that tr 
NE EnES Keel ) 
tem to e hag rag” | 
ference as this Reaſoner. hath i 
ky Foc never 1. 
quire into its ature, nor imp 
*5ee Set. inhis Houſe'or Grounds *. : But; # 
3. V. 10. 7 10 
inadequate our are, * as muc 
Coen foe Po aA y 


er tore in the x 
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7 , ſoch' 25.cannot well be: ©. 
oh wae} or ſeen into *. And* See 
is, Tehink; is equally bY Proper with 5: Se. 3. 
FDEE nd NN 
plies ond a # Vell.noe 
male till that Fi removd:; And 
his "ſence the Types' under the - 
ict Law he accounts Myſteries ; 
> which thro? the ImperfeQi-.. 
'or * Weakneſs of Reaſon,- or the- 
par, , Diſtance, or Intricacy. of 
*may be as little diſcerri'd' 
"th ok that have a Veil over *m; 
id then they ſeem to be equally my- 
and above ary on. Ina-word, 
bh þ/ry's meth ing orgs rand 


| S 


+ #98 "y 


ruftions +.and conſe vent! 
5k at [Inadequate ne thy dry 

Si tent ; T o not mean;that whic 
s from affeed Ignorance, buc- 
Eſnrcacy of the ObjeR,  and'the' 
jefs/of Humane Reaſon under 
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Riches of his own inexhauſted Brain, 
he tells us, Cap.3. N.27. That certain 
Go 
with reſpect to the Jews, » [n0t.that i 
knew nothing 'of "em, but they 2 


gt clearly and fully revead Fil the 
\ , 085, &c.] : Well, you ſee 
gives the reaſon , Becau 


e they ſaw 


, with reſpe&t to further Diſco 


is. as much 


| ns; in 


produc'd 


Ouyr SEO from the In- 
ricacy ar Immenſity of the Things 
*emſelves, as thoſe 
up home the Jews by the Moſaick Veil 


_ © quently, why is not the one as much 
«© a Myſtery to us,”as the other to the 
OY Jews, and for __ very reaſon, oy 

| ©caule 


| Certain Chriſtian Do&rines, | 
- But, toclearuphis Underſtanding 


it this matter, by a few Argumettty Y-/ 
drawn from his own Poſitions, the: 


-Dodtrines are calPd Myſteries, 


New Teſtament -times, being veiPd be 
fore by wariows' Typical Re pre reſentati. 

allows 
' Moſaick Types to "be Ms and 


a SE 2 5 ai. BIS oe Se 


**mthroa Veil; or, in St. PaaPs Lan, 


guage, 

verics, thro.s Glaſſdarkly : And whatY 
is this, but that- og knew them in 
__ Ideas? Tm 


thoſe Inſtances: 
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- * Properly cal'd Myſteries. . 67 
cauſe we know them inadequately. 
-- - But, to goa little further with him, 
he #.-Iremember, in the State of his Que- © 
in, | Ron, as well as-in other places, he 8 
in gives us to underſtand, That all Re- I 
 weaÞPa Matters may be judg*d of even by 
common Notions, both as to their Mans 
ner and Exiſtence, as eaſily as the or 
\&inary.Phaenomena of Nature; and 
BY therefore concludes, That there's nos. 
A | when in the Goſpel comtrary.to Reaſon, 
or. above tt ;,'and, 'That »o Chriſtian 
4 Dot#rine can he properly calPd a Mx- 
wil sTExY. This is the State of the Que- 
+ ſion ; and what he aſſerts muſt be's ; 
> Criterion, 1n judging what is yfers- . ' 
tf ow or above Reaſox : So that we may -= 
n  henceconclude, and that upon his own 
n Principles too, That that Thinz whoſe 
h © Manner or Exiftence cannot be con- 
s- ceived, even with as much 'eaſe-and 
- 
y 
[ 
| 


'Clearneſs as the ordinary. Phawomens 
5 of: Nature, is.a Myſtery, and above 
= 22/09. Certainly here's a fair Con- 
| - oxff10n, and ſuch as will make things” 
8 9/teriows, becauſe we can but form - 
2 | inadequate Ideas ; for, asthis Author 
: | confeſſes, we can form Ideas of the 
Beings of Tlvngs, _ know as much. 
NITEIS ' 2 as 


al 


manner of their Exiftence or Produ- 


Phants, and the other of Rain): Here 
' he manifeſtly fixes our inadequate F- 
deas upon the Moaws of Things,with, 


reſpett to their Operations and Exi- 
ſtence; that 1s, our Ideas are- inade- 


' quate; becauſe. we cannot decipher 
long Modus NO, tho? "_ 
'know their principal Properties by. 
their EfeQts and Uſes. 22s J 
' And now we may call in his own 
Principles to conclude againſt. him, 
and affirm, That inadequate Ideas 
muſt neceſſarily. imply a Myſtery, for. 
1 ate Ideas 'imply our Igno- 


rance as to the Modus of Things, and 


_ that thing whoſe Modus cannot be 
comprehended, according to his own - 
_ Principles, 15 myſterious, and above 

Reaſon, | Here, I think, he pretends i 
to .Oat-ao the moſt improv?d Arts of 
 Prieſtcraft, whilſt he declares for no- 

_ thing but Reaſos, and baniſhes My/te-. 
_ + * ry ourof the World, and yet impoſes, 
things that ſurpaſs the higheſt 1y/te-- 
7y ;- ſince | he Jabotrs to-make the 


m— World | 


"68  CertainChriftian Dofrines, | 
" * , © asisvuſeful from their Properties and 
 EffeQs, whilſt we are ignorant of the 
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Properly call d Myſteries." * ' 6 
dq World embrace his Contradifions for 


i NY th: andoubred Decrees of Reafon:(This. 
1 Y .&in his owa language, rrifling with a 


oY |  wienef, or pitiful ſh1 ifring row - 


s "or what not, and ſuch as diſcovers a 
Bl mighty Scarcity of good Arguments, 
'N.13.] But he hathnot done with 
uw Fer, and —_ OO. with 
an obliging Propoſal, [ [they will fill 
'te Forres T7 theſe things ro 
. | ſteries, I'm willing to admit as many as 
y | ty pleaſe in Religion,if they will allow 
«i me lehewiſe ro make mine. as intelligible 
ni #orhers as theſe are rome, Tb.) 
,  LhopeT have made good. the firſt 
s | part, 7hat. chere are true and proper 
r i Jhfteries, even in the Schools 0 
"tore. And, if fo, it's manifeſ fon 
withſtanding his vain Triumphs, We 
ave an. Argument 4 224jorz, That 
"there are Myſteries in Revelation : 1 
tay, it's 4 majori- to every . one but 
4 ti, that has the Face toallert, That 
aw infinite incomprehenſible Spirit is an 
- Objett equally. intelligible with Objetts 
- of Sence, or with Wood or Stone. As 
| for the laſt. part” of his' Propoſals, 1 
' believe every.one will conſent, * That 
| e tall make all. thoſe. reveal'd . 
F3 Truths 
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'. . jo "Certain Chriſtian Doctrines, 
Og *Tyaths we call Myſteries, as intelli 
- ©  &pible as; he's/able, provided he 
Ty promiſe not to reje& *em, becauſe! 
faiks in his Undertaking ; 'or, ina 
«£ word, becavſe he cannot make them 
6 compare with common Ideas or No: 
Wo - 
And now, I hope, I have ſaid 
enough to invalidate all the Argus, 
ments of this Chapter. But: left he. 
ſhould think me rude, or that T negs. 
be him roo much, I ſhall make ſome 
- ſhort Returnstoa few Paſſages chat 
_ are yet behind. And, 
my bo. He inftruQts us what i it is to 
: nos a Thing, viz. [ W, hen 
E-. 7 ER. __ chief Properties, wil their ſeveral 
; Uſes, are known to us.; for to com er 
bend, in all corre# Authors; i nothing 
elſe but to know ; and as of what & no 
Enowable we can have no Jdea, fo s #t 
 wothingto , Ihalll, for once, ad: 
| it, at inthe common Notion” of 
i . Humane Perception or Comprehei. Þ. 
*. .-. Lion, wethink we know or compre: | - 
# henda Thing fifficiently, when its] - 
W= vt Proper, and their ſeveral Þ| * 
n tous; butmay we | 
pra at the fame time 4iſeern, w 
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| Properlycall I Myſteries. or 
| there are others we cannot conceive, - 
and that the Modus or preciſe Nature * 
TS ofthaſe we know are inconceivable. 


"affirm, [That there's a great deal my- 
ferious in the thing, and above Rea- © 


"ove Reaſon, (as he ſuggelts, ib.) be- 


thing inconceivable, tho? to conceive 


... But, 2dly, as for that which is wy- 
ſerious even in Matters of. Revelati- 
pn; we. do not pretend that jt is any 
thing to-us; TI mean, as if we were 
"oblig'd tocomprehend or define the 
preciſe Modas of the thing ;- This is to 
"bea Myftery and no Myſtery. However, 


; Traths ſomething which we cannot 


_ revtal'd Traths to be lofar wyflerions, = | 
"-*and they fofar concery us, asto pay ©  . 

| *rhe Obcdience of Faith to'em, and 3 
{ ** nor: rejet the. Whole, hecaufe we =» ; 
| <cannot comprehend Every-thihg 4 
that betGhgs ab ' This ug 


And ſo we may, without Offence, or 
in a ftrift and proper way of Speech, 
fon; and yet we do not pronounce it_ 


xauſe we know no more than con- 4 
'#trns us; but becauſe there's: ſome- il 


it does not fodireGtly concern us. 


fince we diſcern in certain: reveal'd 


, we way believe thofe 
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. to be anEternal Rule to our Author 
if matters of Revelation, becaule it's 
founded upon his own Words and: 
Principles ; We believe the Divinity 
of our Saviour, becauſe we have. not 
only its Uſes ſet forth, but we have 
it repreſented-in the principal Proper. 
_ ties of the'Godhead, even ſuch as are' 
aſcrib'd to Go» the Father ; and 
conſequently; .in the Sence of. this: 
' Author, we may be ſaid to compre- 
hend 'or know this Divine 'Troth. 
| Therefore if any thing ariſes as to the 
Modus of its Exiſtence, of otherwile, 
that is myſterious, (not knowable, or 
_ of:which we can have no Idea) his 
own Rule direQs him, that this is no+ 
thing to him, -and conſequently is by 
' No means to be an Argument tain 
this. Divine Truth : Pm ſure, 4f *tis 
not ridiculous not 'to ſuperſede our NN 
Fes car in matters that do not. 
diretly concern us, (another Aſſerti- | 
on of his, #b,) it's undoubtedly ridicus 
lous to make Diſquiſitions in ſuch Caſes, - 
and wake them «un Argument for reject- 
2212 the cleareft reveal d Truths; which 
1s the conſtant PraCtice of the Modern 
_ Reafoners or Diſputers of this World, 
the Socinians,” oo But, 
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Properly cald Myſteries. ' 93'. * 
--- But, to proceed, the next thing re-' - | 
3 8 markable is, -a compendious Rule'tg 
d F- acquire Uſeful Knowledge, 1. 11. 
y N viz. Not to trouble ourſelves nor others 
x  pith what is Uſeleſs were it known, or 
'e iN what 55 impoſſible to be known at all, 
> Whereas 1n the Paragraph. imme- 
dately preceeding,he ſeems to charge 
w. with ſaying, That- Things are 
dove Reaſon, becauſe we knom uo more 
thaz concerns us, or is uſefal. yet 
allowing this Notion, he tells us, that 
# ridtculous ro ſuperſede our Diſqui- 
{tions - about it upon that Score ; that 
-, according; to his own Notion, tho? 
we know as much of it as concerns 
Us, 07 is uſeful.  A-bleſs'd Law-giver 
truly, to inſtitute Contradiftions al- 

nolt with the ſame Breath ;' for, I 
"think, he cannot avoid the Charge, * 
cr without flying -to. that: which: is as 
t B abominable in- his yery Thoughts as L 
- | this reproachful to. his Reaſon; G 
+ | mean, by Pleading he intended a . 
- | And now, having given -you 
1 | <cnough of the DoQrinal part, he car- 
x | riesusto 7707 ep ;' but m_ IT 
hope T have diſabled him ſo yiſihly * 
TT Re 1 Ren 0 ohh 


ms 
"0 
k 4 B 
:, Ls 6 bg 
. £ 
. 
x 
% 


— 


A. OÞ - 


b R 
: ; ” © 
o bet. "Þ / 


I. 22G OHK F518 Doftrines, 
in the former, as ſuperſedes the Ne- 
' cefluy of a formal ] eply to the lat.. 
© ter. That only recite the'Application/ 
 hehas made,and rather refer than an: 
fwer;{18, That no Chriſtian Dodrin, 
© aomore than any ordinary piece 0 Ns 
Fare, canbe reputed s Myſtery, . becauſe 
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wr have not an adequate or compleat Ides 
TENT CRE Gps zo it.) As for what 
_— may. be; attributed rg inadequate 
© Ideas, '1 have faid enough in this 
; Chapter ; and cho? we may not fay, 


2 * That the-want of an adequate Idea 
= < is the ormalis ratio that conftituts 
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* —_ 5 that a fl; 
* rea ally beloggw 
Ext; 3 and as: is 4þ 
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| ſterious, wiz. 
oh E Truths beyond the Veit; 
| s [ What is teveald in Religh 
= —_ «ith moZt uſeful into ry; [1 
8  . *t muit and may be. as eaſily comprehes- 
2 | ded, and found 45 canſiftent with or 
common Notions, as what- we know of 
- Wood or Stone, or the like] Wecet i} + 
tainly agree, That Gov — wes: A 
$ 7. 
| > fo il 
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B Properly call'd Myſteries. 
ful; ; and, 1n matters of on Revela- 
'} tion, no' more than wi give us an 
ny Idea of the Thing, or what it. is 
=» Gop propoſes to our Belief; and 
", | therefore make this an Argument, 
that there are Things that belong to 
of which'we cannot forma diftin& 
"Idea, and, conſequently, from hence 
. So it the Denomination of being 


erious, - 
Now, as for the opfarinns part of 
any. revesPd Truth, we affirm, "That 
-\texceeds our Comprehenſion, other- 
wiſe the Myſtery muſt ceafe': Bur, as 
exceeds our Comprehenſion, ſo we 
$ fy, it is not neceſſary to: be compre- 
 hended ; much lefs do we allow, that 
| on be comprehended by common 
 Adeas or Notions, or ſeann'd by theſe 
Adeas ; Soas that, 1h caſe it doth not 
q torrcſpond with 'em, we canot-call 
mm queſtion the Truth of what is Te- 
veaP'd and comprehended.” 
*: No, here, irt caſe Curioſity tem 
us to dive into the myſterious part of 
any: reveaPd Truth, and upon. the 
tloſeft Reſearches, we find ourſelves . 
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{adhere to't 6 Subſtance of the 
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 £ Eruth, whete we-cannot comp 
_ * hendrhe Modws of it ; or, in other 


< Terms, adore,. where we cannot 
* comprehend. - But as to our CO 


 Prehending by common N otions, or 
_  as-eafily as we can beak 


. Wood, or Stage, or the like, I oh. 
_ RR 


*o+ 


1K; This Gentleman make; all 


| Objets of Humane Knowledge 


| _ comprehenſible. And, 


+ That wema m_ our - Miew 
ſures ſor comprehending any one, by. 


thoſe Tdea's -we have -formed- of & 


- thers; but: I have elſewhere ſuffh. 


© ciently diſcovered - the Falſeneſs of 


both theſe Aſſertions ; :-and- there]; 


ſhall not-enlarge, bur reſt upon the 


Concluſiveneſs _ what hath been | 


offered... 


zdly,. When we do 45 familiarly al 


_ plain ſuch Doftrines as what's knony 


of Nataral Things (which Ipreteind mt 
* See- N. can) we-may then be as * properly ſail 


12:Sett. 3 fo comprehend the one . as the othen, 


_ Thisisa very. bold Undertaking, and : 


not. to be believed till he gives us 
bp Reaſon, 'and nothing -lefs than 


tter o A, for. Nemonſtratign L 
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lO call rd Myſteries. 


F lly-if he intends that part. of 
| we juſtly call wyfte- 


lariry, © We muſt engage hint-not 


any Do&rine, nor toreje& the Do- 
*Arine, if he fails in his Explication. 
'And now we come to attack him in 
is Strong-hald , that is, his Appeal | 
#9 the Voice of 
truly Scripture is\ 
Tribunal for the Deciſion of all Con- 
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= 
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far as Scripture can determine, 
every one may deſire to put the Caſe 
om this ſve, and Appeal to this Tri- 
bunal (as wellas he) provided he is 
tisfied Scripture 1s on his fide ; and 
he may with-greater farisfa&tion be 


fi hes the. Sence of Scripture, or has 
recourſe to it, romake it-come;up to 


more than what can be inferr*d from 
T; ;-it's very. bold to ty, that. Scpi- 
| pture 


by bd 
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- wow," But then, in uſing this Fami., 


*to explain away the Subſtance of 


ipture. ; - * And TIPS 
unqueſtionable 3. Seg. 3. 


troverſies in Matters of Revelation ;* 
©d as to their-preſent Controverſies, . 


rept o Orthodox with this-on 'his - 
Ide,” than to paſs for Orthodox with 
the whole World, and have itagainſt 

| But then in caſe he either mi- - 


the State of . his "Caſe, . and prove” 
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__— Cc Whew Chriſtian Doctrines, " 8 

= oo; ed him in this-Errgy, ; 

Eiek mo one: Here 'mſure Scripturgfſ:x 

 wiltbe no.ProteQtion to him, againkÞ| « 

a-juſt-Charge of | Error, _ becauſe hefſ \ 

makesan Appeal to hen, and retreatz} 

under her- Wing for Shelter ; when 1 

_ in-reality he: yy arges his own fall y 

_ Reaſonings, or the Arguments off ' 

{ome particular Paſſions, .not to lay 1 

_ unjuſt Propoſitiogg, on Scripture, 
ifall were She ing Counſels ay 

 DiRtates of Divine Trath. AndtrulffX 

this Reaſoner does little leſs, - + whey 4 

he attempts to prove, that there an Þ 

. no Myſteries in Chriſtianity, becaukY it 

| he endeavours to! ſhew., that thi 

ward. "Myft ery in. the New Tefin 2 

_ vent, is no where applied to the © 

| Thins we contend for, vis. a Thin bk. 

that with reſpe& to. Humane Reaſoy H 

contains ſomething - in it altogetha 44 

| Incomprobenſble - For is it. not abſurlY * 

ificatior n of a Word which might Y 

hevak, have been uſed in rows FE: 

and yet the Thing: found ther Cc! - 4 c 

_ It isuſd, goes Author, ” Duſe A | 

ſuant to the Megd of Scriptare, ' fixes} 00 

WEE ſeveral Sgnetin On , b. 
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uſe it does not appear in Scripture z 
Uſes he could prove that the Holy 
'Gho# thought it neceſſary to reveal 
F [ =y Notions or Acceptations of the 
word Myſery ;- therefore if this Ad- 
ha ql rar gut loan -whole 
,.as he pretends, to be put 
7 it-will preſently be given 
- mint him, for. want of a Ez 
pnſequence.  So- that in truth, if 
4 WErrovertid is we determined 
[ Wy Scriprur, s no doubt * ought) 
ue L A mi turn upon this 
;* Whether there are not Truchs 
&e for inSeripece, in- which, if - 
Arg the Nature. of 'erh, 
1 at deal is containd in-*em, 
1 $ phy Je crgnntpny head, -—_ | 
| H nſequen are MF) jrey's [OMS 48 | : 
AN © by T ov Redf :. Whether Scripture Ty 
p * -*em undeggheſs Denoming- + 
tf {tions br a9... *- 5. 
of This may be. true, tho? 7 the Word 
uy; nfery were no' where to be fend 
HY 4 Cleripeure, or tho? Scripture- had: 
not. ſo much as- hipted:, that there- 
. — any oe mſterious Of 4ncom- 


pre- 
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"Co FO ”c briftian Dathrines, 


prehienſible; - If this can be proved, | 


our : Adverfary © muſt acknowk ey 


that there are ay fro in Chriſfia-.. 


nices of our "ul 


niry ill: The 


- viour's Incarnation alfeady produ- 
cel; move upon this Spp0 ition ; 


and I ſhall be ready” e "ity 


whenever he ſhall r It to im-" 


Pugn the Truth of it. "Bur beſides 
Ifhall in ſome meaſure. conde- 


-ſcend to hisown NOG, ant tho I 
| hall not Examine every Paſſage of I} 
Scriptire, to:ſre whether- he hag! 

ted the Signification of the 


- yetT donot queſtion, butwe 


may offer as ſtrong Argume nts to ap- 


ply.it ſomerimes tothe anos wecon- || | 


iv 
- 
+3 
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i 
F' 
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CORRS WK another, 
af Ln this, I hope to produce” 
flage of Seeiptarts _ 
ET us us there are ſtill-thoſe thin 
axon , we properly call A fe | 
this Dc ormed, T hope. 
.it may without. AﬀeQati on be ſaid, 


[= his Appeal to the Tribunal of 


is defeated. 
7 2H, Din do not _ «| 
ppoſition, or Diſputes, for I 
_ tion $ lake ; I ſhall OWN Prin jr | 
HE Wor 
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Vole rey ©: 


I Word > Phpy; is "pt in the 
| feveral Sences he hath TP PL Þpon it..-... 
's þ 1. For the Golj wal... , 

wo» TN. .For , ſome unſylde 


f & - 11, "For things veltby Wodegh ; 
J but this is; Ly DO INEANS. 2. FELNEnE 


{with as. muc v..and-Force: 
0 Reaſon; as he can-p1 luce againſt 
|; 1 meay, that it 'S! ſometimes ted 
'& expreſs, #he.T | ſible Ie 4 
TY Jn at e 1m ome- 
F thing EE oy to Us : 
0 om TEncNDIC,. QF, £447. 1 ms.to 
| have atiured us, But we beak che Wiſe. 
6 - "God in « Myſerygeven the hid- 
Willow of Got, x.Cor. 2.7. All 
hdes; that the Apoſtle points 
| jamental;Artcle of the 
uth, an | particularly the 
of of the World by Jeſus 
ritk; and more primarily the moſt 
abiruſe p rt of it; his Incarnation. 
2. Tiny viſible the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of i It. AS 4 Myſtery, + even when be re- 
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--to the Petfe&;*that had own in 


"Carta Chriſtian Doftrines, 


ER for he reveals the Wiflom 
of God in 4 Myſtery. He'now ſpeaks 


- Goſpel, andtheD Divine Authority of 
. his OR VS as appears fro 


the 
- and irs their pecu- 
farms: ce the [Meat of the: "Word, 
res of the Kingdom of 
< 6-1 ' Communicated to%m'; and 
therefore, tho? —— Aubin ne of ” 
be 'a 73, and conſequent 
ral ae fuch, yet Oe 
heve , when they cannotf© x 
hend; hecaulſe: &itjs the' Wiſdom of 
GO! D-:* I at: ſure- this Notion'ts a- 
57EEable tothe Jadgment Sf Clemens 
ond es for he uſes'the. very 


FOR ; ments © ntkes/ cham gu 
ment, why theF hidamendl Thichs 
of ' the Goſpel ſhould ould "hs com- 


 municated' tothe Pure andP ef, 


nixguaiſeor &y Thy '& | pore, ed. "uf ſapra, 
Strom. Lib, t.” And therefge: nee 
the Apoſtle reveals i it in a My/tesy; it 
mu't be ſo, beetuſe it conitagns 'ſome- 
thing in it "that's incomprebiuſtble 
Hence we may juſtly Yindicate our 

| Engl 


Engliſh Tranſlation, which does not 
1O0YN, Ty amnaxpuutyny 7 W puonelp, As: 
our Adver/ary would have it ; but 
makes it a Repetition, or Enlarge- 
ment upon the Divine Wiſdom, viz, 
even the Hidden Wiſdom. It's true; 
our Adverſary endeavours to evade 


this Expoſition, becauſe we. are told 
-m the roth Verſe, But God hath re- 


vealed them to us by his Spirit : But 


| the Words manifeſtly referr to thoſe 


Things, which, in the preceding 
Verſe, God is ſaid to have prepared 
for them thar love him,. which are 


 Chiefly the Benefits. of our Redem- 
} and the Conſequent of this 


ndamentfal Revelation ; or at leaſt, 
if it muſt be this fundamental In- 
ſtance of Divine Wiſdom, ' it is only 
reveaPd ſo as to let us know, what 


God intends by it, and affures us of 


the Truth of it, but nvt to compre- 


hend the whole Nature of it ; 'or in 
4 word, it is ſoreveaPd; as any 0- 


ther thing is reveaPd in a Myfery; 
that is, when ſomething remains in 
it, that. is not to be. comprehended ; 


{fo that, in Truth, here's Myfery in 
'fWO SENCeS: *| - 5 


G 2 itt, 


i | h Ia | ® As ' os " 
' Properly call'd Myſteries. 83 ", 
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xſt, With reſpe& to the Incom- 
prehenſibleneſs of the Thing. And, 
_ 2dly, With reſpect to the Thing 
beforeit was communicated to us. 
And thus far not only the Natural 
' Conftruftion of the Words, but the 

Authority of a Learned Expolitor 
carries us, Vid. Theophilatt. in locum, 
Mug;ewt unands T0 name + Xeewv xnguy #49, & » 
x) niguy itt gays ANG x) pu oHendy £570, 140 «dV 
AM 14a0 fidtony dum weir Ye bod aus xz 490 41M 
Baimov]es, @XA0 vo3ED» 

-  ButSecondly, I ſhall inſiſt on that 
noble Paſſage of St. Paw! to Timothy, 
Ep.x. Cap: 3. Ver.x0. * And without 
« Controverſie, great is the Myftery 
© of Godlineſs ; - God was manifeſted 
« in the Fleſh, juſtified-in the Spirit, 
© ſeenof Angels, preached unto the 
© Gertiles, believed on in the World, 

* received up into Glory, It*s obſer- 
vable, our Adverſary expounds as 
accurately, as he reaſons ; for he 
produces this for his eighth Paſlage, 
where 'My/tery is put for the Golpe 
in general, whereas it's manifeſt the 

Words cannot, without the greateſt 
Violence, be applyed to any thing 

* , buta Divine Perſon, repreſented ,un- 

s FY der 


ary induſtriouſly huddling up this 
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der certain Divine Charatters, and in- 
deed 'to none but our Saviour, the 
Corner-Stone of the Goſpel, but-not 


the Goſpel; for truly the Apoſtle 


ſeems, in this place, to have given 
a deſcription 'of his whole Media- 


tion. TI am fire the Current of the 


Fathers, as well as of after Com- 
mentators, apply it to none bur our 


Saviour. But now ſince our Saviour's 
| Incarnation is this Myſtery of God- 


lineſs, it's evident the Apoſtle does 
not ſpeak of what it was before it was 
reveaPa,but what it is after it ts preach- 
ed and believed on inthe World, and 


therefore he calls it a. Myſtery, not 
| becauſe it was ſo before it was ree 
 veal'd, but becauſe it ſtill remains ſo; 


and thereupon he endeavours to re- 
preſent jt as ſuch, by inlarging upon 


' the Nature and Incomprehenfible- 
neſs of it; God was manifeſt. in 
Fleſh, the Foundation of 'this My- 


ſrery, the following CharaQers be- 


-1ng only their Appendages that take 
"their riſe and concenter-1n ir. This 
1san Expoſition that diſcovers itſelf 
-foclearly, that we find our Adver- 


* Fab 


Certain Chriſtian Doctrines, 
Paſſage, as it were, in a Myſtery, 
withonrt giving any tolerable account 
of it ; andat laſt is forced to confeſs, 
That the gracious Manifeſtation of 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, is to us won- 
derfully ſtupendous and fſurprizing, 
N. 30. So that we plainly read 4. 
feery in the very Sence we contend 
for: I am ſure we have the Opinion 
of ſome Ancient Church-Writers to 
ratifieit., Of this Opinion we find 
Athanaſius in his Tract againſt Pay. 
lus Samoſatenus de Incarnatione Verhi, 
where he gives his Judgment, e Ca- 
thedra, as Archbiſhop of Alexandria; 
for firſt he lays open the Attempts of 
this Heretick, in endeayouring to 
Subvert the DoCQtrine of our Sa- 
viour's Incarnation, - and tiles it, 
Miza wunews [7:34 wulewy dyanciren | 
and to proye it ſuch, cites this very 
place of -oyr Apoſtle, Secondly, He 
repreſents the danger in attempting 
to unfold ſuch profound Difficulties, 
that are only with fafety to us be- 
lieved, and ina word, enjoyns us to 
adhere to the Apoſtolick Faith, with- 
out-admitting new Terms or Notions, 

Tis mggdflcioxy micy quadr]ew, thre emecd ou of 
75 Befiinus xearogories, and above all, 
SITES " $686: 9ul 
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Properly call d Myſteries. | 
pad a, My Mel Ty T*AKETS ures Cray , 


to dread the .Diſquilition of ſuch a 


Miſery. But belides the Optnion 


this. great Man, we. have the 


| an of Ifodore the Peluſi ſiote, 
and Theophilad, fixing the Me 
enefs 


of Godlinefl in the Incomprehenſi b 


Of it. Thus the former,L16. 2.Ep.192. 


To ws &Yvosueroy Ty TH Tay, GAA ws, des & Sp Rv 


Ty, muyTos 39 Emikeva x) ALE. x 3 KaEomKey , 


and -purſuant to this, expoſtulates, 
"Who can comprehend the Miracle 


of his Conception, tranſiQted with- 
but Coition, 'or imagine. how the 
Divine Nature can be circumſcrib'd, 


that is Immenſe, and' not to be 


circumſcrib?d ? And Theophilatt 


Þroceeds in the ſame Strain thus, 


Axes Te To Uey 671 q "A £0s Eonguayon T7uy} Ws 19uny, 


mn NN mw; ff moxingunles d)s Ter utes igt;, 
'in Locum. And now this is ſome- 
{thing more cer rainly than calling it 


a Myſtery, with reſpe& to the Ages 
Feeceding the Goſpel ; for I think 
this Paſlage in itſelf admits of the 


"Expoſition before us more naturally, 
than that our Adverſary contends 


for ; beſides we-have the Authorit 


of the Learned in paſt Ages. And 
G 4 7 lince 
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ſince I have made it appear he haz 


«gs of C2 < bh 
Ron, b 
uw : 

oy ' 


no advantage over us 1h his whole 
Hypotheſis, I know not why we 


may not in his own Language Pro-. 


nounce againſt lim, that Myſtery in 
'the New, Teſtament, is ſometime; 


and not to be judg'd of by our ordi- 
'nary - Notions, however reveal, 


'This likewiſe calls to mind the Tri. 


umphs of our Adverſary upon a Paſ- 


'fage, which. as we allow, ſtiles the 
Goſpel a Myſtery, under this Noti: 


on; it's. Rom. 16. 25. — Bur © now 


' made manife#t, whereupon - he Ex- 
poſtulates, In' what ſence could this 


Secret be made manifeſt, if it re. 
main*d fill Incomprehenfible ? A 


"mighty Fayour indeed, to bleſs the 


World with a parcel of Unintelligi- 


| ble Notions.' Iconfefs, I incline to 


the former ſence, I mean a Myfer;, 
with reſpe& to the Ages preceding 


. the Goſpel, but can ſee no foundats 
on for Abſurdities, no more than for 


is vain Triumphs, if we take it in 
the Sence he pretends to explode; 
for this Reaſoner, had he not been 


f90 much uled to confound things to: 


gether 1 
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ther, might have learn'd, £ 
gheſt Myſiecy Is Hot We 


telligible; and VOY one 
Oh to be mani iſhed candle as gy : 


wil 1 


« open; and” I think theſe are Fa- 
# yours or Bleſſings too rich to be ex- 
s poſed in Ridicule or Burleſque. 

But further, If the uſe of the 
"Word ; in Scripture will not prove the 


..thing we contend for, there are fut- 


ficient hints in Scripture to prove it ; 
'T ſhall firſt infilt on St. Paul's Ac- 


to the Greeks fooliſhneſs; but unto them 


counting the preachin of; of Chriſt un- 
which are called, the Power of God and 


the Wiſdom of God, x Cor. 1. 23, 


Now this place is general! inter- 


- preted of. the Incarnation of Chriſt, 
_ pr the Union of the two Natures in- 


(49! 


' Pro "yy cal 7 d /Myttries, ""7——Y 
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'.. go CertainChriſtianDoftrines, 


to one Divine Perſon : And thoſk 
that embrace and believe it, muſt 
reſolve-it into the Infinite Power and 
Wiſdom of God, not as a common, 
but ſpecial AQ, and conſequently a 
thing incomprehenſible as they are; 
and on this account, it*s to the Greeks, 
the great Maſters of Reaſon, Foo- 
liſhneſs ; becauſe, as it is repreſented 
tO us, it contains 1n it, "Things that 
can never be reconciled with com- 
mon Notions, or Ideas. What com- 
mon Ideas can ſatisfie us, that the 
Son of God ſhould ſpeak by a Man, 
or as the Sacred Canon hath it, inthe 
form of a Man; that God ſhould 


have a Son, and that he ſhould ſuf- 


fer as the Son of God ? What com- 
mon | om can repreſent to us, that 
' Chriſt could have a Being betore the 

Worlds, as God; that he ſhould be 
born a Man, and exiſt as ſuch, and 
yet not as a Man,begotten of a Man? 
Theſe things, the moſt improved 
| Notices. of Natural Reaſon cannot 
confirm, or warrant, no not our Ad- 
 verſary with all his Reaſon. If any 
thing, is the \4rien, or Sociniar 

Hypotheſis (tho” advanced contrary 
| to 
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to the Current of Scripture) that 
uſt | may pretend moſt to be a Rationale - 
nd | inthis matter. And yet our Adver- 
n, || fary ſeems to explode this as much as 
2 || thatof the T7inirarians, becauſe they 

e: | are forced to allow Divine Worſhip 
t, || tobe paid him, [Cap. 1, Se, 2. N.2. 

o- | Lam miſtaken if either they, or the Ax 
2d {| tians ca make their Notions of a diy- 

at  wified, and Creature-God, capable of . 
n- | Divine Worſhip, appear more reaſona- 

n- ble, than the Extravagancies of other 

ie IN} Sects, touching the Article of the Tri- 

1, | ##.] But to return, It's manifeſt 

xe © here we learn how the Doctrines of 

d | Chriſtianity came to be. branded 

f. | with the Tmputation of Fooliſhneſs, 

- | viz. Becauſe they will not comport with 

t | common Notices, or the received Prin- 

e | ciples of Natural Pega : forT 
e | fave evinced it, upon the ObjeCti- 
1 4 on of T rypho againlt Juſtin, and 
? S 
1 
[ 


$e. Clement's Comment on the place, 
T3 $9 abyer of ecu mdpyery ©80y.0r7a ey arcs 
you F270 Þ yeugoy gr x; arndiivar, av0ewny 4 
VOusy oy, Vee %Y trl BX a rlpor©- = ay- 
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twezy. Dial. cum Trypho, p. 269. 
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"And St. Clement, ix locum, thus, 
Lib. 1. Stromat. "tay of juvelay won | * 
es nyBvTa 0; Joxeafovgur ds Tz dy0pory ugh L 
Oe7 andy, tor T4 Fxem T ©801, oy of 1 mmy 
ira: famy. Here we ſee this great 
Man does not charge the Greeks with 
falſe Principles of Philoſophy, as the 
Ground of their Error, for he re 
preſents the Thing as much inconſift. 
ent with ſuch principles as they could, 
and makes tHfis the Foundation & 
their unjuſt Charge, I mean in pro- 

' nouncing the Doctrines of Chriſtia+ 
nity Fooliſhneſs ; and indeed he calls 
*e1MN Hreoroge,, but it can be on no 6+ 
ther account, - than becauſe they 
would admit of nothing but Natard 
Reaſon, and Philoſophy, and there 
upon would ny all revealed Truths 
by common Notions, or Principles df 
Philoſophy, and reje& *em as abſurd 
and fooliſh, becauſe they could not 
make theſe deep Things of God to 
comport with common Ideas of Oh- 

| jets of Sence. Indeed Celſus ob- 
jets much the ſame things againſt 
Origen ; for upon every turn, bi ens 
deavours to ridicule the Divinity of 
opr Saviour, by repreſenting it incon- 

he | ſiſtent 


/ 


| Properly calÞd Myſteries. 
us, | fiſtent with the Principles of Natural 

- | Reajon : And now) give me leave to 
BY ma e one ſingle Remark, ſince it 


=». | occurs ſa naturally : Are 'not theſe. 


it © the very Principles which our Advo- 
th | ate for Reaſoz moves upon? Sothat 
he an unprejudiced Perſon might ſi- 
es that 'm dealing with a Celſas, 
. ra Trypho.; or that they were riſen 
qd, | from the Dead. But .to. conclude 
of thi Argument, it's matiifeſt St. Cle- 
0- | #-s mult believe, That the Funda- 


mental DoQrine of the Chriſtian Re- 


jon, Till contains in it ſomething 
at cannot be comprekended by 


ciled to;common Ideas, or Prin- 
ples of Natural Philoſophy, and 


ferious and above Reaſon : And there- 
bre if this Reverend Father is nor 
miſtaken in the purport of the Holy 
| GhoZt (as we have 00d Reaſon to 
conclude, he is. not)! the New Teſta- 
went does contain the Thing (ifnot 
the Word) we contend for, T mean, 
propoſes to out Belicf, Things that 
are Incomprehenlible, or above the 
Comprehenſion of Human a 
1C 
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Natural Reaſon, that cannot be're- 


onſequently ſomething that's My-. 
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The laſt Argument IT ſhall pro- 
duce, is two. or three Paſſages of 
Scripture, which (becauſe they bear 


an Affinity to one another) I ſhall 


examine and conclude them' under 


” k 
» 


_ one Argument. = 

T begin with St. Pa#Ps account of 
Humane Knowledge, even under 
this laſt State" of Revelation ; for he 
includes himſelf, and the whole Col- 
lege of Apoſtles, who undoubtedly 
enjoyed the = age" Aſſeſtance of the 
 Operit of Gt 

been caught ap into the Third Heaven, 
where he was almoſt overwhelm 
with abundance of Revelations, 2 Cor. 
I2. And yet he tells us, We know bat 
in part, and we Propheſit in part, 
x1 Cor. Cap. t3. ver. 9. andthe Rea: 
{on affigned is, We ſee through 4 GH 
darkly, .ver. 12. {0 that the Imped: 
ment ſeems to lie upon the Mind, of 
the Immenſenelſs of the Obje&, not 
1n God that denies us a 'competent 
Revelation; for this isthe laſt Reve- 
lation of 'himſelf; and thereforethis 


Glaſs argues an Imperfe&ion, or In- JW 


ability m comprehending ſome of 
thoſe Traths that are revealed ; brit 
: 


3 nay, St. Paul had 


OO. > 
- 
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f this Glaſs be a Veil which Gat | 
caſts before our Eyes, like that upon' 
oligh in as much as he does not 
impart in this Life a clear Diſcovery 
[ Fcertain Goſpel-Truths, then, ac- 
ac ding to the Mind of our Author, 
Ke Are ſtill Myſteries in the Goſpel, 
' * higheſt Sence ; but' truly. St.- 
ht Mites] it upon! the Impertedi- 
&; of Humane' Knowled e, fince he 
eſents the Mind in this Earthly 
Aibernacle, » as viewing Things 
hugh Sences after” a' groſs co 
l manner, whereas in another 
World our Knowled ge will be high- 
feolarged, for then it will be Face, 
Face ; or, as he exprefles it, 
EY tedyes 2 Mtivas Tei; dxearguris, X) dowud TIE 4 
* Hevoles Anpoxd;: That is, by a pure: 
ad naked Application" of the Mind, 
Fi nition. © © 
57 am it's manifeſt the Obje&t of 
this mperfe&Knowledge,is the deep 
ing $'of Gov, or, infplain terms, the 
q [7 zntal Revelations of rhe Go- 
pe ll 5 for, the Apoſtle muſt at leaſt 
amprehend,if not principally intend 
| chr. And we Pro- 
be but in part ; _thatis, thoſe Traths 
we 


LIMI 


we publiſh.to the World are only re- 
veaPd in part, ſince we can only pre. 
tend to know or comprehend them, 
in part. And truly. St. Clement al 
ſerts as much of St. Pas/ himſelf, not- 
withſtanding his abundance. of Re- 
velations, for thus, on his words 
2 Cor.xii.4. (where, nodoubt, he res 
ceiv'd the chiefeſt In{truRions of his 
Apoſtolick Office). He was caught 
into Paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable 
words, which it u« not yy for Man to 
wtrer.; he obſerves, that there was 
no Law nor Precept given that obli- 
ged him ro Rifle any of thoſe Chr 
1an Truths Gop had committed to: 
him ; ſo that in faying, #t « not lan 
ful, he intended to repreſent the In 
eftability of the Divine Nature, /or 
the things of G 0 9 3 T2 "Apþſeri os. 6 
. eniabur ©, of, Jydue N dyigdeleyTor i 
7 ©5o warder, | And, to confirm thi 


| 96 Certain Chriſtian Doftrines, F 
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Notion, he cites.;three Paſſages that 


repreſent the 'Incomprehe 


} 


of, the. Divine Nature, Row; x3 b 
Oh ! the depth of the-Riches,boithof te i 
Wiſdom and Kpowledge of God'!: And f 


- © 
* 4 
} oy 
: . C hn 
* 


again, Bur we ſpeak the W, £{dom-o "Goa. 


in'a Myſtery : | That. is, even when wt | tl 


ſpeak 


* Properly call d Myſteries. 


ſrak it, elſe it proves nothing in this 

pace,] 1 Cor. 11.7. And laſtly, 
mM, 8 Colof. it. Yer. 23. To the Acknow- - 
us kdgment of the Myſtery of: God in 
= N Chrift, [45 Jou have it in the Ancient 
Ge Readin 25] 1n whom are hiddenall 
the Treaftires of Wiſdom, or Know- 
4 This is a very remarkable 

a 


Us ge, and therefore I muſt beg 
31 ave ro enlarge upgn ir. 
«© As for the Sence: of St. C lement, 


ifs viſible he Tooks apon it to-be a 
Ihfery, tho? reveal'd- and acknow- 
| 7d, and to be a Myftery becauſe it 
ntains ſomething in it which is 
Wprler 420syov, Or emixyunor; for. other-< 


Ad 


miſe it can be no Argument to prove 
what he had- juſt before aſſerted. 

deed, our "Adver ary thinks he has 
Wt the Force of this Expoſition, 
by telling us, (without any tolerable 
Proof) That the Words are to be.un- 
brſiosd of the Goſpel of Car; but 
tit be the Goſpel of CHrIST, it may 
be ſtiled a MysTesy, 1n reſpe& of 
t& Fundamental Truths,inaſmuchas 
they contain in *em ſomething that's 
hidden or.myfterious ;-for thus much 
| te NP Verle "wa _ 


= nth SH 


—_— 
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of” "Cer ertain n'C briftian Dofrines, 
.e&, [ 4.e. in which, if this Expoſt 


_ tion obtains] are hzdaen wnixeugy : It's 

manifeſt .the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it as 
revealid, nay, ast is when acknow: 
ledg'd and embrac d, and yet there is 


ſomething hiddes or myſe erions. Thus 
we may conclude, againſt our Reaſo., 
ner, that Myſtery may be A for the 


Goſpel, and yet call ſo, becauſe it 


contains certain Truths, whoſe Na- 
ture cannot be fully comprehended, 
- or certain. Truths, that contain ſomes: 
we, in em that to. us is compre. 

ble. But yet, for all his maje- 
Kerial decifive way of expounding 
Scripture, I think' the words more 


naturally point at the Myfery of our 


" ge 
Py 


Sad wall ATCC Coe: ea. ae. Loads ee .oee a. an. wo. "I 


Redemption, in the Incarnation of ©? 


the Son of GOD, eſpecially if weadd 


hereto the ancient Reading uſed by. 


theſe Fathers, St. Au/tin,and St, .4m-* 


broſe, to the Acknowledgment of the 


as this vain Diſputer of this World 
” would have it] of Gov in Crxisr, 


Moery: Enot Knowles of 14 ot f 


for, 1X, & 5, which immediately. 


follows, muſt more naturally be ap- 
 ply'dto Chrif, not to Myſtery, agrece 


able to our Traadlaton, ibs whom Fe I. 
the | *© 
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ay, that the Treaſures of Wiſdom 
'#e lid in it, being a reveal'd Infti- 
| ttion. 4 Therefore we may. juſtly : Y: 
'wnclude, parſuant to the Mind of «0 
bt. Clement, 'That the Incarnation of = ; 
-qur Redeemer ( the Foundation of 
-qur Redemption,and Fountain whence 

all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 

Knowledge derive) is the Myſtery of 

'Gop in Chrift,which is to be acknow- 

'&dg'd, not unravel'd or fully com- 

\prehended ; for, fince it is expreſly - 3 
 propos'd as a Myſtery, and remains Eb 
ene when. embrac'd or acknow- © " 5 
'kdg'd, it muſt beſo, becauſe it car- | 
fies1n it ſomething rhat is Indden or © * 

'mcomprehenſible. Rs | 

Indeed Origen manifeſtly joyns in 

this Notion ; for, in his Comment 

on Marr. xiii. 44, he makes the Field 

'to be the Holy Scriptares, that ſet 

forth all the Means of Salvation with, 

| the greateſt carneſs; but the Tree- 
{Vp "=o 8. fare 
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| 100 © CertainChriſtian DoCtrines, 
ſure tobe CurisT, becauſe in Him F- 
all the Depths of Wiſdom are hid, 
in Him, in a Myſtery, citing'this very 
Paſſage of St: Paul, by way of Proof, 
Te emonenpurupove. EN Vrreiutye Ts GaVtegs 
[ differtis verbs} - vor ware Tis mgias IN purely 
amonengupuerns x, THY Ker Þ- | d 1 
And now give 'me leave'to make 
_ .an Appeal, as he does, [ toall Equi- 
- table Perſons, N. 35.] Whether, by 
as good Reaſon and Authority, « 
does not appear, That not only the 
Sence of the Word, 'but the Things 
we contend for, are recorded in Scri-' 
pture, as.any he has produc'd to the 
contrary ? So' that, in truth, we are 
ready to [render up ourſelves] to the 
Voice of Scripture, as well as ſubmit 
the Merits of the Cauſe to it, without 
being influenced and carried away by 
ſuch weak PraQtifings as he has ſet 
forth, in a Dialogue that would me- 
_rit {omeStripes, if perforned -by a 
_ School-boy, rather than Applauſe, as Þ- 
*tis the Product of a'pretenduig Ma- Þf 
ſer of Reaſon. See Sett. 36, - | 
_ And now I have done with his f 
Scripture-authorities, but cannot paſs F 
'by one Remark of his, which I ftiad 
Eh | to. 


# « 
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"3 pax, ; . , 4 
Properly call'd Myſteries. 


m | 

d, || praces his Second Edition : [Nor is t 
ry. | Fi ſerving aur particular Notice, that 
ft, | Myſtery i here made the diſtinguiſh- 
jc i 1g Mark of the Falſe and Antichriſti- 
is = aw Charch ; (See Rev. xvil. 5.) And 


= 20 doubt but as far as any Church allows 
ie | of Myſteries, ſo far it is Antichriſtian, 
1- i}. 417d may, with a great deal of. Fuſtice, 


»* 


y tho' little Honour, claim Kjndred with - 


it the Scarlet Whore,)] Here is a I 
| bold Strifcture, and yet a Man wu 
5- | half an Eye may diſcern, that his 


i-- | -Obſervation is as irrational and ridi- 


& {| culous as his Inference ; for Myſtery, 
e | 1n this place,-I ſuppoſe, would not 
e | have. pafs'd for a diſtinguiſhing 


-Mark,. had not. her DoQrines and 
Prattices merited the other part of 
the Title, vzz, The Mother of Har- 
"lots, - and Abomination of the Earth ; 
had ſhe not held 4 goldex Cup in her 
" Hlapd, full of Abominations and Filthi- 
» neſs of her Fornication, Ver. 4. and 
- been drunken with the Blood of the 
' Saints, and with the Blood of the Mar- 
- | - #3rs of Jeſus. Bur as for his Inference, 
| had he conſulted St. PazPs Second 
' | Epiſtle to the Theſſaloniars a little 
£ "8 = | - i bet» 
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1.102 Certain Chriſtian Deftrines, (* 
better, he might vg lgarn'd, that ; ; 
there's a Me ry of Iniquity as well 
as Godlimſ?: but perhaps he was uns 

_ willing to be difap intedof a mali- 
_ cious, tho*l , Suggeſtion ; he 
might there have ihform'd himſelf. 
That it was always the Devil's Buſi- | * 

- neſs to imitate the True Religion by þ 
6 


Wo a » a . mw” > q _ K of 
Rs TE Io -- 


| mighty Signs and lying Wonders, if 
it were poſſible, to deceive the very IF 
Ele&t ; nay, that Antichriſt ſitreth in i} 
the Temp eof Gov, ſhewing himſelf | 
that he is Gop, and conſequently he 
muſt pretend to Myſtery with a, wit- 
neſs : So that, upon the whole, this 
Gentleman may as well affign the 
DeviPs Miracles for a diſtinguiſhing | 
Mark of Antichriſt, and prove. the 
- true Religion to be nearly related to 
Antichriſt, the Scarlet Whore, and 
. the Devil, becauſe ſhe proceeds u p-, 
,on'the Authority of Miracles: Nay, 


rather we 'may upon his Argument 
fi 


A. 
kW 4 if, »- 


- — 
OI. - SIR. 


affirm, That Miracles are a diſtin- 
1ſhing Mark of the true Religion : 
And fince Antichrit and the Devil 

pretend to Miracles, the Religion | 
| Wien Sy to mult be true too. 
cas WE know rheſe to be Divine 


and 


UM! 


FW Projoriy al Id Myſteries. 


The next thing that offers itſelf, i is, 


| the Suffrage of the Primitive Church. 
It's true, there are a great many 
things intervene, wherein he labours 
| more to give us a Specimen of his 
Wit, than- Reaſon: | But tr uly, [1 
L think, they are both of a piece, for I - 
can diſcover nothing that deſerves a . 
fing le Refletion, much leſs a formal 
| is A I proceed therefore to -the 


ge of the Fathers, to whom he 


<_ an Appeal. He tells ns in- 
deed, [7 Is is not ont of any deference to 
their Judgments, N. 40.] and. there- 
# fore we muſt conclude he ſubmits to 
"it, becauſe he's perſwaded they pe-' 
'remptorily declare for his Opinion ; 
+ but T hope: to, prove the contrary : 
- For tho? he confeſles he has beſtow*d 
& 2 great deal of Pains upon 'em, yet 
this is ſo far from diſcouraging us 
- fromentering the' Lift, that I hope 
to make ic appear, that his Pains are 
- either an Effect of his Ignorance in 
theſe Authors, or of his Diſhoneſty 


H4 3 


10Z "Mp 
"Pp Authoritative, thoſe Diabolical MN 
| and Ufurped,' ſo we pronounce this 
the Myſtery of Tniquity, that the My- 
a fey ZGodlingſs . : 


_ CertamChriſtian Dofrines, |. 
in ſuppreſſing their Opinions, . And, 
firſt, all that he proves out of the Fa. 
thers -is, That 'they have afferted | 
- other Notions of Myſtery than what 
_ + we contend for;” whereas he himſelf. 
' aſſigns four or fivediffterent Notions; 
= _ ._ and if Clafſick Authors were conſul. 
#,* ' --_ ted, we could produce ſome more: 
2 and\therefore he might as. well re-- 
ject one of his own Notions, becauſe 
the Fathers have not merition'd it, 
But-I find this Author, . upon every 
turn, ſhamefully betrays his Reaſon, 
for he knows not what js incumbent 
upon him' to prove, and therefore we - 
need. not wonder if he proves not his 
main Defign : I'm fure he's now to 
$ prove a Negative, (or that which a- 
S | mounts to it) if he provesany thing, 
J - Ws. That the Fathers, che cites, no 
where apply the word MysTtxyY” to 
things beyond Humane'Eomprehen- 
ſion ;' or, that thoſe Notions of the: 
word Myſtery, which he finds record-. 
ed, are deliver*d excluſively of all 0- . 
* thers; for, if hehas neither cited all ' 
their Notions or Acceptations of 'the 
wow, nor prov'd, that they -are ex- ' 
 clufive of all others, he proves no- 
m FS 3 YL Oe + og 
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Properly calld Myſteries. 10g _ * 
!, || thing againſt the acceptation of the -— _ 
i= | word we now contend for ; anduf ſo, 
d I the moſt curſory-Reader will pre- 
it 'oqged pronounce, That he muſt give 

Fupt 


up the Cauſe, in caſe he fixes it on . 

5: © this Iſſue, I mean the Authority of * 
- BF Fathers. - But becauſe Iwill takeno 
: I} advantage of his weakneſs, I will go 
-- & along with him in his own Inſtances. 
BB 15, What he cites from Clemexs 
/ © Alexand. concludes nothing ; for, I 
,. | know no Chriſtian that denys the -. 
t F Chriſtian Religion to be [ a» Mami. 
e = nation, becauſe it brought hidden things 
#6 light, qpd that with reſpect to K's 
"Mofaick Veil.} Butthisonly proves A 
one of his own Notions, that is in- i*- 
-deed allow?d by us. ' But to be ſhort : 
with him ; Whereas he has the Face 
to tell 'us, That ſeveral of thoſe Texts 
- = of Scripture alledg?d by him, are by this 
= Father expounded on. his fide, and con- 

| Jequently againit our Notion :.T ſhall e 
- "appeal to what has been already ci- 
'Þ ted from him, to prove the quite con-+ | 
| trary *. 'IndeedI could add a great * See p. 


” .- = : b  * 40, 4Y. 
of the Tniconceivableneſs of certain : 
- : "4 | Ohb- , 


4 


'deal'more to diſcover his* Judgment 


\ 
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"0 306 " Certain in Chriſtian Daffrines, Fl 
ObjeQs of Faith, or Matters of Re: Þ? 
velations- and, becauſe I'm engag'd I 
I ſhall produce a few Inſtances : And, 

firſt, where he ſtiles Chriſtianity an 
Ilamination, he ſpeaks of the Falveſs 
of Chrift, as a Nhfer y reveaPd ins 
deed, but the Nature of it known to 
a very few.; and he proves it from 
the - Incomprehenſible- Nature of 
GoD, Strom. lib, 5. 0 vp miow govt 
% mip, voir, x) mony Wpporen, & v-&v 707% Wea 
py micaellcly, dppil © or dwauer wn, and MW 
yet more fully on. Moſes's words, W 
Exod. 33. ver. x8. Shew me thy Glory, 


MJ. I MY Dexhoy #f9s dy0pe my , an piilds 7 
= dan 4 wort Tf mg ans 7 Joyduer Yo, 


. 365. Strom. lib, What is, by 
the Effects of his Power.” Again, on 
St. Pauls words, 1 Cor.5. Chrii# our 
Paſſover i ſacrificed for us ; Strom, 

lib. 5. he obſerves, "Amy &s "Agate; 

$0 js ds O28 Umig yuds Sna7 uy Tr Here 

1ts evident he from the In 
on oqyor ys E of _ Ly : 

ature, and conſequently 'mu 

' ghe Myfery on this Bonwn, as well 
as the _ -o Revelation. Indeed, IF 
we may argue 2 #4jors, from I 
the Serie of his Father f if the Na- 
ture 


: ” Proper ly iy calPd M viteries,. XY "Y 
f re of eG Godhead bon the oe "a 4 
tom rehenible, how .. m af Au 
pi 10 Fe Prieeal Keen e of the 
Chriſtian Religion be ſo, that con- 
1 liſts of rhe Union of the Divine with 
Human Nature, and conteuanthy, it 
[R proper ſence, br rious. See N,42., , 
© Thus -much for St. Cement ; the 
next Authori s fe aftin Martyr, 
\ which, concludes nothing to his pur- 
poſe ; For, Firſt, he _ = hg the _ 
. i Vord in a looſe Sence, and not -ex- 
' tluſive of any other ſignification ; and 
F * this may be an Argument againſt 
th hat Sence which this Reaſoner de- 
lin aims againſt, it will be ſo a pink 
others, which he has ex relly af- 
tened. 'This may ſerve Mug 
Gent Return to the next Paragraph, 
'% vhere Tertullian {tiles all Relizzous 
P; ites, or As of Worſbip, Myſteries ; 
which amon the Heathens were ge: 
 Wacrally kept ſecret : yer, tho? this be 
a allowed Sence of the'Word, it 
can be no Ar ument, but that My- 
Dfery, even in GE otalliap 's time, Was 
Fapply'd to Things in emſelves ab- | 
| ſtruce or incomprehenſible. ns the 
| | ame: 


» 


_ 


108 Certain Chriſtian Doftrines, 


+79, in a vulgar, or more looſe Sence; 
1s put for Symbols, Types or any abs 


- Learned Father, he might have in- 


_ even in Divine Matters, for T 


: That G OD was able to make a C4- 


6 xeisds hunts 5, $ wir anmmanruy 6 Gr wn 


to IMuſtrate or Explain ſuch Myſte- 
ries ; being. Things only -compre- 


ſame ſtamp are his Arguments from 
Origen, which prove no more than 
whatall ſides own, viz. that My/te. 


wy OD > — 2 


ſtruſe'or ſacred Matter.” N. 44. 
_ Certainly. had this Gertlemay 
conſulted any other Pzeces of this 


WR ERR —— "a mw 
— 2 ” 


torn?d himſelf, that he uſes Myſtery 

lang | 
that are to us incomprehenſible. 
Thus,in the forecited Paſſage, ſpeak- 
ing of the Thing as it now 15, heex- 
preſſes himſelf, "AmoKenpupMiye, vohuare Thi. 
APgia; o& uucnpiy amoxerguulutyus X To Yotshs 
[Ut Sapra. See pag. '56.] | 
Again, on the Words of our Savi- 


our, Mat, xix.. 24, 26. he obſerves, 


el paſs thro? an Eye: of a Needle; 
and yet no one but God or Chriſt, 
or he to whom he, fhall reveal it, 1s 
able to comprehend it, .7# 4 nt mas- 
TY Tomo 6 YVe0s dvyare, duds dr dv, % 


Afterwards he challenges any Man 


& = bs Amy " 2 we - P _ 


hended, ' as' well as performed, by 
an G O'D, "Er fs Eu@daiyes TRY]E, % 70t2,SE07 TEA 
fe. Bubora wore, 2; im T:AC- 70v]a Ia mwy dy 


Ee; 29 Wve Joao, n wh, 6 ve wp@ £26474 ]o, 
<. Pap. 382. 1 Vol, © | 


[But now in the cloſe of this Para- | 
graph, he thinks he ſufficiently ex- 


1is {plodes our Notion of Myſtery, when 
n- Wie tells us Origen [ was far from 


| thinking any Doctrine of- Our Religion 
Myſtery, iz the preſent Sence of the 
Word, that he expreſly affirms them to 


k- Waree all with common Notions, and to 
x> Weammend themſelves ta the Aſſent of 


every well-diſpos'd Hearer, } This 
#. Wtruly looks very plauſible ; but 'm 
 Wperſwaded, Orzzer, .in making good 
1- Wihis Aſſertion, will run counter to the 
S, Notions of - this Indefatigable Reaſo- 
#r : For Firſt, It's well known, + 
who. the Holy Father was engaged 
with, 'a Learned Heathen, who Fad 
brmed am Objettion, That the Chri- 
Itians were to believe Things, tho? 
ia themſelves never ſoabſurd or ridi- 
Fculous ; and therefore it was his bu- 
fineſs to- take off the Obje&tion, by 


= 


an lowing forth the Reaſonable- 
neſs of every DoQtrine : He __ 
_ - STI with 


|. Properly cal” d Myfteries. 109 


-,” LO! 


© ** 


We. a In 1E | Chriſtian D Dorines, 


with the” Dofrines of N atural Res! 
ligion ,. the Being of a God, and' 
our- Love towards him ; but when: 
he comes to the Myſtery of our Savi 


 ouP's Incarnation, he makes a ftand,' 
and repeats Celſwss ObjeQtion, viz 


5n Un Font onjunr@ la, Ftv vopuCopy, %) un, 


 T{T@ioie Sgfiv Joutues. - The Anſwer. is 


remarkable ; for it evinces the Divi- 
nity and: Incarnation of -our bleſſed" 
Saviour, as a ſtanding DoQtrine of 


, the Chriſtian Church, to the Eter<. 


nal Confuſion of all Socinian Preten-- 
Ces to Antiquity. Let our yes 
know, that we (as it were ff 

the Sence of the Chriftian Church) 
do not only think, butare fully per- 
fwaded, thar he is Originally, or in 
the Beginning GOD, _ the Son of 
GOD'; nay, he is. the mg 


| Word, Wi dom, and 'Fruth'; 


as for his Mortal Body, and Bak 
Soul, attribute the greatel Things 


toit; in -as much as a moſt 


and complear. Union with his Divi- 
nity, it obtains a kind' of Divini 
fo that we may till treat our Ble of 


Saviour, GOD and :Man, (as GOD) 


we the m_- AQs of Divine 
Worſhip. 


” Properly call'4 Myſteries. \ 
(es His words are theſe : 


; 'e f, ok Eynanewles G0 oy hy ropelColues x; 1- 
Ly fouls <e28 05y £2) Oudr, 2 "*u3y ©c2, 70 5 


oy@ xn &rovgie, % y dane, 73 8 
Toy aurs owuds % Tv erlewnirny '& dure 
1 y Ti xg9s £160 s Kare! Koreyiey GAY Ey290ee” 


i draxpeioes, Ta ty 15% ©0 (ev  TErenngivas, Xx 


Ges Ie1m[© xexom wn, cis ©. 0v [a 


hi WEy aus 
*You ſee the great Deſign of the 
Apologiſt is to repreſent how ſuch 
onour and Dignity is derived upon 
& Humanity of our Saviour, and 


nſequently the Reaſonablenef of 


+ 4 ata @ 6a 
nds > = * wo SLE LOR hoe F 
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Gop-Man, or God Incarnate; and ' 


: 
; \ ing Divine Worſhip to him even 
ſe 


qurſuant to this, to juſtifie thoſe Hos 
'S jurs that accrew to the Body of our 
aviour, he appeals to the Natura 
Tranſmutations of Matter, whereby 


bodies are often highly refind and” 
Wprov'd, and then ingeniouſly con- 


Kcudes, Why ſhould not the Infinite 
? Power 'of GOD therefore be able to 


ange the Mortal Body of Jeſus ?! | 


* "9571900 x) Delay Toromma. 
; Co we ſee how, out of Igno- 


Rnce, or a worſe Principle, the Di- 


er of this World -(for the Title 


[ longst to him, tho? not ſo deſerv 


- $12 Cer tain Chriſt 1an Doctrines A 


ly asthoſe on whom St. Paul beſtows 
_ 1t) has Miſrepreſented the ' Sence of 


this great Man,, whoſe main Deſign 
was, to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of 


paying Divine Worſhipto the Bleſſed 


| Feſus; and this he. fufficlently per- 
torm'd, by aſſerting his Divinity, but | 


he did not attempt to demonſtrate 


the Modws of the Union of the' two 


Natures by common Notions. He 
has indeed expreſly aſſerted our Sa- 
viour's Divinity, as well as Humani- 
ty,in the higheſt Notion'of it ; and 
I, defie this. profound Reaſoner to 
ſtate the -Union of both Natures by 
common Ideas or Notiqns, much lets 
to give us as familiar an Idea of it as 


we have of Wood or Stone. Till he 


has done this, he trifles, and we ſhall 


ftill believe that our Saviour's Incar-" 


nation is thas far a Myſtery. Thus we 
have turn'd thoſe very Fathers he 
moſt relies on againſt him ; and tho? 


he has the Confidence to fix a pe-. 


remptory Challenge upon the Wri- 
. tings of the three firſt Centuries, T 
could produce as much more, had T 
not a regard to my own Tine, and 


that of the Reader's, which ought. 
Tx. wl 


0 


« _ 
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F Properly ral d Myſte ries 113 
to. be a ſufficient Conſideration with 
every. Man, to preyent him from en- 
gaging in Impertinences, or dwelling 
foc long where Neceſlity does not re- 
quire it {,_ I. ſhall Bn ore: oaly beg 

Ave 20 add the Judgment of = 
hew,. —— St, autem omnium que in 

ſeripturis requirantur abſolutiones 104 

jolſumics invenire, — credere auten 
[ lc talie debemus Deo, qui & nos fes © 
LE J rein Trl egy quia Scripture 

idem perfe#e ſunt, quippe 4 wverbo 
Þ: ef & Spirits ejus ditte.: Nos aurent 
x uod minores |, amns & noviſ[= 
kms 2 verbo Det & Spirita efius, ſcien- 
, jd myſteriorum e us indigemus ; & nou 
| L ram. eft, fi in fi; caleſtibas, 
& in his que habent Revelart hoc patis 
11- {Yor r0s, quandoguident eorum que 41+ 
We pedes - — que & conteruntur 4 

y 1777 videntar & ſynt nobiſcum, 
wolts fugerunt noſtrans ſeientiam, & 

[Deo hac ipſa- committimus ; — Si. ergo 

& i in rebus creature, quedam quiders 

rorum adjacent Deo, quedam autem & 

in noſtram wvenerunt ſctentiam, quid - 
tals ef, fi & corum que in Scripturit 

Tequirentur, wntverſis Scripturs Spiri- 

 taalibus Clfenions, quedans quidem 

is I 


'Þ I "'* 


: abs 


E 114 CertamChriſtian Doftrines, 
_ abſolyuamus . ſecundum gritians Dei ; |; 
_ , quadam autem commendemus Deo, & 1 
ma res in hoc ſzculo, ſed in futuvo, 
at ſemper quidem Deus doceat, homo «us 
rem ſemper diſcat, gre 4 Pw ; 
{ Here, by way of Confirmation, hg 
Cites St. ; t Cor. _ I es 
r enim fiaes que et aa magiſtrum 
Cofrins Mein fine; alſeverans no 
- bis, quoniam ſolas vert Deas, Fand af» i 
terwards concludes] f ſecandam hae 
modim quem diximns, quedam quidem 
queftionam Deo commiſerimus, & ji 
dem noftr am ſervabimus,& onnis Scri- 
ptura ideo wobis dats, conſonans nobis. 
?nvenietur. Lab: 2: Adv. Hear. cap, 
47. Ed. Era. I have cited this at Wn 
large, * becauſe TI find every thing Wi 
agreeable to the Hyporhefis F have. We 
wore =ts As, Li _ 
ply'd to reveaPd Traths, beyond. the. | 
reach of Humane rope on app Wo; 
2aly, Such reveaPd Traths appa-: 

_ rently deliver'd inScripture,-are not- 

_ toberejeted; becauſe we cannot re- Uh 
folve the Difficulties that ſeem to Fd 
accompany the Belief of %em, butto | 
embrace ?*em as the Word of :& 0 bs | 
I « 


—_ 
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conliatently's as fourided: in Ink 

> Wiſdom and Veracity:. 
, Our Unskilfulneſs, not to ay 
ities, in comprehending Ob- 


h *: Qs of Sence; or Phyſical Matters, is 


made afi' Argument, that there are 
4 eries 1n{ Matters of - Revelation, 
have hitherto confifd my ſeif to 
_ #.- e; the. Fathers "of the 
rec Firſt Centuries 3. but truly-L 


I "1h ſor no-juſt- reaſon why the Fas | 
- p 5of after<Ages' may hot be. ads. 
- red into the preſent C ntroyerſieg 


kf there can nothing ES. 
—w roundleſs Fiction of a genes. 
Com indtion, to reſolve all Relz«. 
» into Myſety : { For; as'for there: 
ived Uſe- or Signification of the 


\ Word, certainly after-Ages may be - 


competent [Judges as thoſe of the 
t Century ? ARG; as for the Con- 
© verſe it ; Whether there's any 
doctrine in Chriſtiair myſterious, 


: t: calnly that Ag -to'be ap= | 


ap 4 that had a more ſpecial oc- 
ifion to bring the Controverſic up- 


[ Wiche Stag e,.. and this the &rias 


ks ;and thoſe that follow'd i ; fors - 


th 1x 2 y | uw 


2 as' 'Cortdin in Chin Defines, - 
fa in this Age irs well-katownghoſe Do 
Qrines we contend, are myerion;” 
were more nicely controverted, I 


ſhall therefore .add to: thoſe Pai 
already cited, 'a few: more; which: 
prove the'Uſe of the word to-be ap- 
ply'd to. thitgs  4ncom incordgreboniidle; 6: 
Raney prov Te bs 
lan 4 Fes, and! 

' of *em. "* RIO ROE nfarc 
Is Dom whete 1 1 Qne | 
he deſcribes bx Saviour's Incarnati-: 
on, Seap ey 755 eobby}s frorucies wolem,' 
Cap. 4. ae Celeft. Hierarch,  Inang 
ther place, ard x 7 lows beebeplas Tg! 
vicedſors 1 nal; nuts 'Inc2 beowxagray x; Appin 
ms aryy mani 4 x; diy vo @ vo wo, x) wn 
76 agaricy. Thy eyzofvre roy, dy pray, vj, 
- os Cnobiva | wards mugen; 
oy 2, de Divini. Nomin.. 

The one Rance is from a Tra 

| he _ fitio. Fides , ,- rejected. 

indeed as a ns of Faſt Tofie Mara; | © 
- yetfrom Leantin's, and other conclu-, #* 
ding Arg uments, juſtly. efteem*d to. i} 
Produtt of. the. Arrian Age: 4 
He tiles the Unity and- Trinity, 
'amijpiflor, and niefles # cannot be} 
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Ep calfd d Myſteries. 
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MW," i 7 burns "7 b, and upont the Tgcarnation 


I '£ ; Chriff, '« EY, £10 UTOPTI { TH,7gH0Ww, 7073 
SY 3 5 {#vSNEts Xexrau@y dpaxed/s T3 a0 ua; if 
chi * FTE Wor: x27.anm|av Sens quozes ': 
P- And in figh,deep Reſearch, - at aft 
3. ON cludes with, this Rule: Seaprgenars 


ys” - +" 
1-0; fc luwadvors $70) guy atory, Thy, Tic 


1d. jad, NAW. We ma conclude this 


6 Thapter much in the fame ſtrain that 


in : does. N, 45. Þ do- not” find but 
0: [tbe Fathers of the. three fir it Centuries 
is: Whove exaitly the ſame Notions of My- 
ll | ſtery, as well 45 thoſe that, follow them, 
0 A hc Gag an Allay to his- Tealbufies, 
* think. they, are pretty copſiſtent as 
” Kell as. unanzmous.z but then this 
i|: or Ra and, 0 UTR A 


oy 
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0 a Ure, 9r | tcaſon. ' 5 
z ie Fourth Chapt: 
(| an Anſwer to ſome 
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OY TI. W-429S Ori if DofHrines, ' 


h from the Nature of Faith. Ladd | 
nd this Diſcourſe ſwells upon me |; 
beyond ExpeQttions; and therefore, Y 


lag nit tpn Mages cited b : 
Ye in em. than 


= has fi yet I ſhall pam; Þ 

gg a Think the Merics Wi 

Cake does by no means tury i 
Upon Jets: :T I pieretne take 


tus Friend's Argumerits concernin 

_ the Nature i aith, and'try if h 
may not be compePd by dint of Fi 
. gument, ſince he would not embrace. 
- the Advice of his Friend, N. 51. . * 
And-firſt, As for what he has de- 


livered; N- 52,53. T find nothing 
| but what has already' received an 
- Anſver, Eparticularly what s cited, 
 $eQ:2. c.2, &7.] or at leaft,bur what 
amounts to. no more than will be 
concluded by what I'm going to. 
offer; | and therefore he' may take 
It for a full, or competent Sv: 1 
VIZ, Reaſon i is a' neceſſa ngrx. ; 
maid, or Inftfument..of Faith ; in- 3 
ſomuch, that we muſt believe Ge 
Rational Wore and, Convictions 
And thus far, T know no Son of the ||: 
Feurch! of Epgland, that will diſſent i 
-S "TTY 


7 FR 4 EE” &a ” " 
_—..-. 3 ; Y 
LY 


Properly calfd Myſteries. 

m him. As for what is delivered, 

| x ' 54, [That Faith conſiſts of two. 
wrts, KRyowledge and Aſſent.] T think 
$50 one will beſo abſurd to. deny it ; 
r Pm perſwaded there can be no. 
40 nt without Knowledge; There- 
, in a. word, had L known his. 
"* ign, T ſhould have excuſed the la-, | 

| ho r of citing. ſo' many Texts to 
{ove it, and ina few words grant, 
That in_thoſe things we call the pure- 
Credenda of Religion, we are at leaſt 
[ p know fo much, as will enable us to 
form 47 Imperfe# lea of mhat it is 
God propoſes to our Belief ; but it does 
yer 7mply ſuch 4 Knowledge as exables 
Ll i I, and comprehend th the whole 
ature of the . OhjedF,. or the very 


-.0> DR ——— S 


* 
il 


ies 


Frys from the Bl of ip, t God 
"Power and Wiſdom, and yield pi 
*Aſent (notwithſtanding ſome ſegm- 


1 ».+Q@..,0O tens. N.; 


Face of . This lie diftinguiſheth 
I 4 Faith 


_ MOTT YED oo Wd  .- 


{ing Abſurdities) upon the 1 20348 


119: 


| 


"329, "Gn take in Chrifian Dalrincs 


Faith from a bare rational Aﬀent. in 
common . Matters ; and all this is Þ* 
confiſtent with what he has deliver? - 
ed, N. 55, 56, and therefore T ſhall 
-not 0s gein a particular Examina» 
tion of what is there offered, To | 
;roceed then in order to a clear De. i: 
monſtration of this Notion 0 eh | 
T ſhall not conſider _ Caſe of '4> " 


braham's Faith (bein o 
fers it ACT: "b yo nag 


theB lief of ia -oobocral : Thro' 
Faith 'we underſtand, | that the 


Worlds were framed 'by the Word » 

of God; ſo that Thin L hh! are i 

| ſehen, were made Thing s. which 
do not appear, "Heb. xi. aa? Here 
I think" is a vaſt difference between 
GotPs creatiye wo] in raiſing the 
Woolhg tc + and reftoring 
d' Peri © again, before 
bs corru] able pH as any wile 
flor, ALT ious Conceive 
how-we can form.an Idea of the pot: 
ity of fach'a Produftion ; that 
God the & raiſe ſo vaſt. a ſtock of 

Matter even allcreated Nature, and 


# "i; 


y thing! hat we can form any to- * 
rable Ideas of, BY yet without a, N 
gk Mp" 


"Pro <-F64 calPd Moy fries. 
oY Materials to work upon, can ne» 
zr be comprehended. The Plato- 
"ay = # ſuppoſed a' Soul to the World, 
' & and the Ari/oreligy a firſt Moyer,bur 
» | could never give a tolerable 
account of the Riſe, f 
e. 3 latter, without: making it bop 
W 2 ſhort, they always eavght, Tha 
. {ano Agent neceffarily ſuppoſes a Pati- 
Lent really diſtin&t from; the Patient, 
Zefpecially in. external Ations ; And 
Ewe know in. Numbers it's univerſal 
BJ-true, Ex nihilo nihil ef,” And'we 
Zan conceive no otherwiſe in Nature, 


we 9 7 
XY y 


3 4 t leaſt the f Bvſooer cannot. on. his 


pe by LLELG 


*our Ideas take their riſe from. Fear 
e 'ted Beings, even that of the Infinite 
" and Eternal Being, ar reſembled by 
ſe Poe of his own produQtion, It 

Crrue, We lay this is an effect of Inf 
| Gated ower, 'but, we- have-ng. notion 


*of the Thing,. upleſs we apply Infir 


/ nite Power. .: that which is the Sub: 
[kt of i Ih which i is.pothipg into e+ 


very. 


. a-3. ——_—_—_ c Te 
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very : and whenall is done,we” 
form an 2a of this Infinite Power, 


rarely þ % the Effefts of it in Finite 
Beings : So that up the whole, it's 
evident, the Belief of the. Creation, 


(that Implys *a Production” of all | 


things out of nothing) is an Obje& 


_ that exceeds Humane- -Comprehenſi- | 


' on; and conſequently we may con- 
clude, that. Faith (which yields an 


Aﬀent to the Dofrine of the Creatie 


on). often implys an Aﬀent to a 
thing that conrains ſomething in it, 
that is Incomprehenſible. And in; 


. deed, that Objets of Faith contain - 
Things that exceed Humane Com- I 


pre on, 15 a Truth ſo indiſputa- 


le, that Faith in the Judgment of 
the Primitive Church-Writers, was 
on this account diſtin from - 


at oo, or Science, © It's true ; 
©In all: Objefts of Faith, we are to 


: know {6 much of *em, as to dire&- 


© us what it is God propoſes to our 
* Belief.” And Secondly, We are to 
"x believe, That it is God that propo- 


© ſes *em. Thirdly, Ta all As of 


* Faith we. are to yield an Aſſent tc 
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& *not of Faith; fo that if ſeeming 


} And, 


believe upon his Infinite Veracity ? 


p- 4 4 #2 {> . 
:ſervabimus,” & omnis Scriptura a Deo 
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*this ſuppoſes; that we have formed 
+at leaſt an iniperfe& Idea of their 
**Nature ; but for the Qzomods. ſint, 
*that is, for the Manner of their Be- 
Bs .or Exiſtence, that may bean 
*a&t of Knowledge, or Science, but 


Contradictions or Abſurdities ariſe I 
| onthis account, -and conſequently "= 
Fare thus far juſtly Incomprehenſi- *Y 
'©ble, Faith throws us upon the Infiv 1 
*nite Veracity of God. All this I 
ſhall endeavour to confirm- by the 
Authorities of the Primitive Church: 


- Firit, The Paſlage already cited: 
from Irene manifeſtly inſtruts us, 
Thar there are Difficulties and My 
'STERIES in Reveakd Traths, which 
Humane Reaſon cannot comprehend, 
.and obliges us to. commit all ſuch 
Matters to GOD, becauſe they were 
delivered by his Word and Spirit ; 
and what is this, but-to embrace and 


And at laſt concludes; That if we 
:obſerve the. Method, Fidem noſtram 


'nobis dats, conſonans nobis invinieter - 
3 LY 1 +> = . | , Fs Does 


TY 
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Paes.not this unply, that there are # 
things contained in Matters of Faith, 
that are Incomprehenſible * Yea, ra. 

- ther that all ſeemi culties, or 

_ - Abſurdities thatarilc from *m,when- 

ſand by common. Notions, or [+ 
 deas; are to be committed to God as | 
_ the haſt Expodiccs to - "ag a right * 
Faith, Te.P " 
Secondly, p, ang 4A laxend. ſeems BB 

to ſtate tt © Notion of. Faith more 

clearly, in oppoſition, to Science ; 

And fk he goo the Foundation of 
Parkin the Word of GOD, -or the 
Hot Lrefiegible and repreſents tas i 
n Irreftagible Foundation, that car- 
eſt Demonſtration in it; I 
and that. weare to.enquire no further | 
than Jpſe. dixir,. upon which he ad> I 
vancesthis. Maxim, *Axibue 33 5 aiy0, N 
& NN | @aigi{ong, | ms, Ab20v7m; | nmi5u0% Ts. O66. * 
And to let us.ſee how far he extends. 
it, he inſtances in the fore-cited Paſ- 
ſage to the Heb. Cap. xii. v.12, and 
 thence-proceeds to ſtate the. Diffe- 
rence between Scienceand Faith,thus, 
#.uey 3 Garniun Thus Amod\exmuhyh mig; NN oder, 
S dramdilerey, Vid, Stro, Lih, 2, 
P.362, 3;4- and: in-his 5th Book he's 
more 


. 


Lf 


Veracity. 
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more full, pOSNGSY TECLREIG ivan Ko . "> 
#4S Mat &» anni di few mays &AX* on dvyainu | 
| Tp pedrys, driv 7 amo iGear, he Yeahs rf Tiras 
ate dyaueyy: 
"reſolved into the Infinite Power and 

of GOD; inſomuch, that. 
we areobliged to believe, as ſoon as. 

we know it-to be the Word of GOD, 

or oa ſoon as we know GOD .-prapo- 

&s any thing to our Belicf: Here we 

Find clence and Faith op poſed,. the 

"one requiring D Deco an or Ar- 

Pp nts, drawn from the Nature of 
-theThing ; the other,not ſo : There- 

om we mult conclude, That if Gop 


propoſes an 


i = ontains . 

or not. reconciſeable. with common 
Ons; L 2ith, in the Opinion of this 

her,will command an Aſſent; inſo- 

;much,that his Infinite Power and Ve- 

* facity muſt over-ballance all ceming 

| hg ayers and Contradiftions. 

PR 6 to conclude this Argument, I - | 

| ſhall-produce the. Judgment. of St. \ 

$728 oftom : Thus '*q afſigns the "7 

" Reaſon, why the Natural Man Can: 1 

+ not receive the Things that. be of 
- GOD, I Cor, , V, hy viz, Fot the 
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- Here we ſee, Faithis * 


thing toour Belief, 6 ghas 
fatters incom rehen(ible, 


Im- 
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| 126 CertalhiChriftian Doftrines, || 
F | gtmmienſityofcheThings'emſelves,far 
—* exceeding the Comprehenfion of the 
= -- . *' - _ _—_— Reaſdn; and for the 
b want of Faith, '74ns in alas Sim mn 
atz5ueya, x; Abgors dud xelanabar bx Git, Um 
Calyer 3 du]or T3 myth © te HoNAT 3% ew O- 
Ths Sueriegs Davies Thy wſiiecr, Flom. To: 
And upon the Article of the Crea- 
tiort, Meb.xi.v. 3.he tells us, The Mind 
that is prepared for the Reception - 
of Faith, muſt be wwe UmpCanins 
be; WEI x Tito diSivtiay PF X0uoudy Toy &v0eg- | 
; #lroy megegyouiyns ; The muſt be elevated ' 
b. above Sence, and all ſenſible ObjeQs; . 
L. and paſs over the Weakneſs of Hu- 
p mane Reaſonings ; and afterwards; 
; Whereas, ſays he, Faith is vilified as 
a Thing that is void of Demonſtra- 
tion; dvaniSexrty mp&ype'; Or rather, 2 
Thing full of Folly, & «x#71; mix by, 
the Apoſtle ſhews us inthis oneInſtanct; - 
t71 7) Mtytsa Ne nies x © Ne nouTudr rele. 
$97Y)ar ; for __— Article, fays he; 
is not eſtabliſhed by Reafon;, *bur 
rather the contrary; 5 wir Sa-x0ud; Nr 
h Janl dane muimy, EAA Twdylrory. Flom: T2 
=. In Epiſt. Heb. LOIN 
= Again we find hjm- deſcribing 
-Faith- under the very ſame-Notion; - 


Hom, 
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"Hom. 23. int Tere Johan. where, up- 
# on Nithodemws's Words, How can 4 


 ar5ev6y[av try $arToppnors 7 off am Wis in 
[Upon which he enlarges. and tells 
ys, It is the Queſtion. of Hereticks 


& upon the Incarnation: of: our. Bleſſed 


(Saviour, (demanding, mis iongxety mis 
Hwitr). that by the weakneſs of com- 
mon Notions, or Reaſonings, de- 


ftroy his Immenſe Nature, 75 7 %- 


"ſ #6a7 Aotouly of iveig, mv d meg cReimny ame- 


Bexxor]eceoiayy. and at laſt concludes, 
'That fuch Praftices, or Queſtions, 
*s mirews cumotr]ar ric p35. And on the 
Second Part of the Queſtion,  abour 
preg the Womb a Second time, 
he obſerves, When a Man proceeds 
upon. common Notions, or Reaſon- 


Fings/in Spiritual. Matters, and does 


not- regtive the .DiQaates of Faith , 
& wt Ngamts Thy _ Ths: iruws. ooxa]ddcny- 
He talks like. a Drunken. or Mad- 
'man, uttering the moſt abſurd and 
ridiculous things. | 
© And now, certainly, we-ma' cor- 
clude, what St. Chry/oftow's Notion 
of Faith was, without' drawing-In- 


Man be born when he # old? 'v. 4. 
he obſerves, 23 (mi; wn] F & ogiler 


ferences 
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ferences; and that it. every, way £0 
with that of Clemens Altxans 

Lin: WEN my ana ag th 

is diſtinguiſhed from Know 

Science; not.only as the Objects f it F 

a_ Matters + Revelation, bat, I 

they contain "Things that are income 
or: 2 A _ yields an. Af: 


Fant ity. of the 
ro pr : Pm | he cvd Ke 
Man. has drop t ſuch unlucky Words. 
againft « our Lhveſarys Prigciples or 
his Methods of Examining DE 
Truths, . as if he were riſen from t 
Dead; and were} 50 00 Acc 
him of Hereſie, or ſome. y Maxims 
that look that way. I ſhould 


fore. adviſe him to weigh the hey , 
on-of ſo Great a God before, he 
advances too far ; 'and yet; wh } 
conſider whe ſvere Cries h ehas iN: 


ear. te. verſvaded. to take his Mea- } 
ſares of Faith, from-an Age, or aby I 
Writer in it; when he makes 'em, as 
it were, to have efitredinto a. 4 
to turn all ebgion into Myftry al] p 


F" Proper calP 4 M peri. 129 I 


a ad: this WRLE to be Name for. Im. 

oftere, or Prieſtcraft : Tf this be tra: 
d be Inſtr _ by ſuch a Race © 
» I, 1s, 1n plain Eeliſp, . to take 
p one's Faith from thoſe that have 
en Ep *ay From the Faith ; bur 
ill ſay more in the laſt 

Ree: 


To return then : Ir s now abuns 

s Jantly evident, that the Notion of 

Faith which we now contend for, is 

not 2 Thing contrived to.advance'a 

P rticular Hypotheſis, or ſerve a par= 

acular Deſign, but by no means ſuch 

F one as he e 44 eſts, viz, [To ſtop 

be Mouths of ſuch as demand a Reaſop 

here none can be given, and to keep as 

in Ignorance, as Intere# F2 
think convenient. SN. 48] : we 
= an Imparrtial Reader will & 

ie eftablid u upon a good Foundatis | 

on, or in. a word, upon fuch Reaſons 

as he is notable to ſuby vertor remove; 

beſide, if it be 2 Contrivance, we 

WE. this Apology, that-1t. is not' a 

> Forgery, ſince we thave traced 

i” _ as far as an ay Fecleflaſtcyl 

Records, | (beſides thoſe of Scripture) 
admit of ; 3.and his is a confiderablo 
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' Rationale of every Thing that really 


as 4 ns LD 


reſumprion of the Tmuſtice of fuch- 


us a better. Set of Arguments to re- 
move'it # Which is the 'next Thing 
that ſhould be examined: bur truly 
there appears fo little in *em, that 
think they Tearce deſerve a diftin& 
Examination : . * ns 
"The Firſt is, [ 1f Faith were not 4 
Perſwafion reſulting from the previous 
Kjrowledge and Comprehenſion of the 
Thinz believed, there-could be no De+ 
grees nor Differences of it.) Now 
Firſt, It's manifeſt, the Argument is 
advanced on a falſe Suppoſition, (and 
that which'runs thro? all his Obſer- 
vations) viz. That we deny all De- 
"Soobite previous Knowledge of the 
'Obje&; whereas we ſay, there muſt 
*be at leaſt ſucha previous knowledge 
"of the ObjeQ,, ' as inſtructs vs what it 
is G O D propoſes to our Belief; but 
"there's no-neceſſity of Comprehentl- 
ing the” Abſolute (Nature of- the 


"Thing, ſo as to be- able to give a 


belongs toit; andthat too, by'trying | 
it by common Notions. ' And more- 
over, wwe fay, the different Degrees - 


'q” "- 


"0 


[ 


hang By Feds Sl Ih a9} Lex ae. on, 


| Properly call d Myſteries: T3t "i 
of Faith, do: by no: means-riſe from | 


ſuch-a Comprehenfive Knowledge: 
No, when dnce we know what GOD 
propoſes to.our Belief, the Degrees 


-of Faith ariſe from the Application 
of: GOD's Veracity to: our Minds 
and Conſtiences ; it-the Mind 'is poſ- 
ſeſſed with a deep Sence of .ir;// as to 


engage us to place an abſolute Confis 


_ dence itt it, tho? we :cannot form a 


Rationale of the Thing, yet we may 


_ embrace it with the higheſt Degrees 


of Faith : Pm ſure, this is the Doctrine 


Which [his Man of Reaſon } might 


havelearn'd from'S. Pazl, in the Caſe 
of Abraham, Who again#t Hope, belie- 
ved in Nope,----and being : not weak in 


Faith, he conſidered, not his own Body 
20w dead, nor yet che Deddnefs of Se» 


rah*'s Womb : he ſtaggered not_ at the 
Promile.thro U Ms but was:ſtrong 
in Faith, giving Glory to: GOD, and 


' . being fully pou waded, that what he had 
promiſed. 


e was alſo able to perform ; 
and therefore' it was. imputed to hits 
for Righteoaſneſs, Rom. tv 8; I9, 
20, 21. NI 4 


- «wat ; Arg. (The Sabjeit of Faith 


mnit te intellizible $0 all, ſince the Be- 
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lief thereof is commanded ander no bs 
z Penulty chan Damnation. ] As for 
the Intelligibleneſs of ObjeQs. of 


Faith; T have already ftated how far I 


that is.npceſſary ; but, with Submiſſi- 


on, Ithink the Sin-and Damnation of 
Uabelief, ariſes, not becauſe GOD 
has furmiflfd us with a-perfect Ra- 
riozale of 'the Nature of every Ob- 
je& of Faith, and we reject it; but 
becauſe he hath furniſh'd us with 
Means: ſufficient to'know what he 
harh propoſed to our 'Belief, and to 


know that he hath ” ed them, 


em; and 


_ h Si ns. and Won 
Soi 6 in. TT = 'Caſe of the 
Tow ; but now ye yelay, Ye ſee, there- 
brig army Faith 7 wifies. 

f Fat 5 4 
Jnbels t Gras hg we- fk give 
pra, 4 Reafon of the Hope that is.in 
«.] The Inference is apparently 


falſe; for wecertainly give a Rea- 


{dn ( and that too, according to the 
Mind 


w ? 


bon, 2 


On” TY "oO YP FF VT. 0 rn as + oh. Prob. 


Ppt calfd Myſteries. 


Faith, when we prove thatit's:Re- 


vealed by GOD, and that-we'yield: 
2n Aſſent tothe Truth of ir (tho? we 


can2ot remoye every Difficulty-thar 
may ariſe from\'it} apon the Autho- 
rity of Infinite, Veracity. / 


"As for his Third, and Fifth O8fer 


vations, T ſhall Appeal to un- 
prejudiced: Reader, fhether ehre 'S 
any thing in "en that deſerves 2 

6 OE Reply, by He thayin thoſe 
Objetttons he firſt framed, and: then 
anfwered : For as the former prove 
nothing againſt the Tncomprehenſi- 
bleneſs of Matters of Faith; ſorhe 
ktter were never advanced, oper 
the Neceſlity of admits Ob. 
jects of Faith. Upon the whole 
then, I thipk-it appears, there' are 
Matters of Faith that contain" Thi $ 
in Nei wo wg enfible, 
an aitit yields an Aﬀent 
the > odhorh of Infinite: Fry, 

and'conſtquently it's an uncontroula- 
bl c Fo Crone there are Myſterics i in 
the Chriſtian 

ee next thing to to-be confidered, 
5, lusReply tothe Argument of Mis 


132: 
Mind of St. Peter.) of art Axticle.of 
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atlas Cap "Y Seft. 3 And, Firſ, 
he entertains you wy the Nature of 
a Miracle. And as for the Deſcripti- 
on he gives us, 1 find, in the Main, 
noRegſon to except A cainſt it ; after 
this, he guards it with ſome Limita- 
rions : The Firſt of which is, That a 
Mirade is notto be adinitted contra- 
_ ry to Reaſon;I ſuppoſe, he means con- 
trary to common Notions, or thoſe 
Tdea's; which Reaſon has formed 
from Sence, Experience, or Inftru- 
Qion..:--And, no doubt, this is a ve- 
ry juſt Limitation : « For a. Mira-. 
«cle is performed upon Objefts of 
« Senſe; *and *xis an i ark to our 
c Senſes ar.a Demonſtration accom- 
© modated. to the. outward Senſes, 
« by ſome ſenſible EffeRs, or Opere- 
© tions; and conſequently, nothing 
© is to beadmitted as a:Miracle, that 
* contradicts the Teſtimony of the 
© Senſes; and weare, at laſt, 'ſorfar 


Judges. of its poſſibility that in Caſe 
j ty pros, + the 'Teſti- 


my. of our hee we may juſtly 
rank it. among. Impoſhbilities, and 
reje&.it as ſuch, . But further than 
thus, Ic canndt En, that we arc 
W_.> 
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com Prrens Judges of the Poſſibility of 
any Miracle; for to judge of its Poſſi-' 
bility, ſuppoſes a knowledge ofttsMo- 
ars.: But this our Adverbr will not. 
allow ; [ For the manner of . Miratles, 
(lays he). 07 explicavle. N, 77. 
. Thus far we are agreed ;. but I 


know.” not bow this Limitation , 


much: leſs thoſe that follow, affe&t 
the preſent. Controverſie, Indeed, 
he, at-laſt comes to the Point, and 
tells Us; [Mracles are not above Rea- 
ſor, tho" we know nothing of the Mo- 
dus.] But I would fain know, why 
2 Thing that contains ſomewhat in 
the Nature of it, which exceeds Hu- 
man Comprehenſion, 1s not as pro- 
perly above toon, or Myſterious, as 
2 Thing (in ifelf intelligible)” only 
ic lies: dormant, becauſe, ſhadowed 
thro? a Veil... Pm ſure, .0r1zer tells 


4. 


the contrary ”: Comment. in Mat, 1 9. 
24,.26, Eris See pag, Ol. l 
_.. But. I have, expoſed the Folly of 
this Aſſertion..in' another place. In- 
deed, . I ſhould: have turged his own 
Arguments, upon him, . had he not 
xrevented me, , by reviving *em in 
{uch a manner, , as gives me a better 
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advantage over him, We lidve' it 
thus, [4r ++ begipning of my Book, T 


maintained; the Manner, as well as the 


Thing was explicable. But of what ? 
Of Miracles, No, ſurely; but -of 
thoſe Doitrines , in Confirmutiois of 


hich the Miracles are wrought. See VN... 
77.] This is truly an unaccountable 


Paradox. Miracles are certainly the 
Demonſtrations of Sence, and conſe. 
quently are to be ſcann'd and judg'd 
. of by common Ideas, even the moſt 


| fk. Fogg diſj putable, ſuch as refult 


| from O! 'Sexce ; but it's. con- 
cluded, My Matters of ' Revelation 
_ are founded on Obje&s that are Spi- 
ritual and Infinite, and con conſequently 
are to us more abſtruſe and Incom- 
prehenſible. 
Again, Miracles are a dire and 
immediate Addreſs to the Sence and 


Reaſon of Mankind,and are defign' 


_ to give an un ueſtionabt Credit: to 

every pe fince they pro- 
| cure the Teſtimony of Iiifinite Vera- 
city in the behalf a it ; and there- 


fore, all the Reaſoz and Arguments m. | 


- Nature will dire&; that they ſhould 
paſs the ſevereſt Scrutiny. "Bur ir 
ate 


P ane - < at & F__P a p_—_— CT _— 
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Matters of Revelation it's concluded} 
that a/great deal refts upon the Au- 


thority of Infinite Veracity, and this 


depends upon the Evidence of Mira- 


cles; and therefore it's abfurd to de- 


mand a cleater and'more preciſeCom- 


prehenfion of the Nature of reveaPd 


wths than of Miracles, 
*This Gentletrian owns, that. Mira- 


les are a Confirmation of reveaPd. 


Truths ; that is, at Teaſt, as they are an 
abſolute Arreffation of CE Bir 

riginal : And this is an uncontroul. 
ableDemonſtrationof the Truth 'of 
them.” Indeed” Tm perfiyaded'rhe 
meereſt Novice in Logick. will. tell 
him; That we are Rh ER 


atlequate a Knowledge of thar Which 
 1stoconfirtn, as that whichisCorifir- 


med by it ; or that the Pretnifes are 


 to'carry as great Evidence .nmi%mas 


weexpettin the Concluſion! There- 
fore sabflice to fiy, that the Modus 
of Miractes is iiexplicals; and the 


, Mode of all reveaPd Traths' tipt 10. 
Indeed this, ſeems 


zentteman ſeems tohave 
miſty us with Weapons to fence 
againſt hin with the greareſt Adyan- 
rape; for if tych Poſitions"as var 
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Wy ; et 1 133 "a -rtain Se \ Chriſtian Doftrines, 

8 muſt paſs for Truth,it muſt he Truth: 7 
in a Myſtery. And truly, we could. by 
not Here. efir'd a better Argument, NS 

ainſt him ; for; if the 5 of. lv 
. of. Sence be inexplicable, cer- Ub 
cas the Modus of reveaPd Truths. Wd 
arg much more inexplicable; the Im-. x 
menſeneſs of whoſe:Nature toa Fi-\- Wt 
nite-Mind, xenders them incompre- : 

- henſible. | W 6 

Again, the Modus 'of 0bj jects of "Ft 

Sexce is not. to be explain'd b Ideas. 

of the ſame kind ; much leſs, is the , I 1 

Modus of Infinite and IFRS Ob- BI 

4 


So 


jeds to;be explain'd by the Ideas, of 
Os ſens 5 xo Phys” $0 that, in jobs 
iracles (as Objetts of; Sence,; 
c wich ieſpett to the. $ FBS 'm).. 
©are inexplicable, and by conſe; 
G1, Hy to be:eſteem'd above. 
aſan, ; much more are Matters of. 
* Revelation, with reſpeRt to. their 
© Modes, to be efteem*d-inexplicable,” 
* boug, Reaſon, FO COS Ient 466 


© fteriogs. 
£ Ys "TL | S.0S "IM 28 
place, s pretended, Jil 


refs Ri f 


by, and by whom were Myſteries 
brought into Chriſtianity, Cap. 6. 
Se&t. 3.] . Arid truly I am perſwaded. 
what has already been deliver*d will 
be efteer?d (by an impartial Rea- 
der) a ſufficient Confutation to this 
whole Chapter, (at leaſt if it anſwers 
\ the Title) without examining any 
* BE Paragraph : However, I think it de-- 
ſerves no Anſwer, but a ſhort Reply 
to the Title, and that is capable of no 
other, but ſuch as we give to.an 1m- 
pertinent Queſiion of the Roxwanifts, 
Where was your Religion before Lu- 
ther? © As. to the time when Myſtery 

* was introdue*d, I hope. it's fuffict- 
<ently proy'd to be of the. fame Date 

| © with Chriſtianity it{clf, beitig'foun- 
| | *ded not in Names or Words only, 
| F but inCertain Traths, that, are pro- 
©pos'd as Objects of Faith. Pur, 2dly, 

for the Perſon by whom, or that 
"introduc'd it, Pm perſwadedthere's 
* enough offer?d tocharge it zpon the 


x 


© Bleſſed Author 'of the Inftitution. 
* Laſtly, For the Reaſon wh) Myſte- 
©ryes were infroducd, I fh: I} teave 
em to this notable Reafoner ro di- 
 *Fpute it our with the Infinite Wik 
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«dom of GOD, in not creating Man 


with larger and more .comprehen- 
* ſible Faculties, or not contriving 
* ſome more familiar Method of Re- 
4 wy 6g And now, if what has 


alr g's been .deliver'd "ſtands gootl 


againſt this Author, (there being as 


yet no xeaſon to ſuſpeQ@ it) I'M yo: 


to all the World, whether it does not 


- deftroy.the malicious Suggeſtions of 
_ this Chapter, which make Myſtery to 


be a Trick of Prieftcraft, contriv'd_ 


Hor the ſupport of Secular Grandeur 


and Dominion.- 
But to deſcend to. a few Fartiea! 


lars; He obſerves, (ard that too with, 


a greatdeal of Contempt and Scorn) 

T at the Chriſtian Chi ch initiated 

their Convertsina Way: and Method 

not much, unlike that ofthe Heathen 

World; bog is the moſt he can 

make\of all his 4 legations. Now we 
: Chriſtian Converts we! 


ua ly initiared;” that they we 


d 11 ſeveral Claiſes, and had a 
| aphing, and. Inftrix tions, peculiar 
3 ClaG, and thereupon prohi- 
the publication of the ſublimeſt 
Ring to any but thoſe 


thay 


h__ 


UN 


xt had gone through the-1nferiour 
Claſſes; and truly, ſuch Injunftions 
8 not .only the unqueſtionable 


8 BBiQates of Prudence for their Vindi- 
- [ation, but Apoſtolick Praftice and 
!S Rapprobation ; - for *tis the eſtabli{lfd 
0 Method with the Hebrew Converts, 


& well as thoſe at Corizth ; they 
were brought on gradually to Per- 


£ tion, firft by Milk, then by ſtrong. 
f Meats, 'the one accommodated to 
; abes in Chriſt, the other to thoſe of 


Wiull age ; ſee Heb. v. wer. x2, 13, 14. 
and 1-Cor. ui. 2. where it's proba- 
ble ee foparerts were firſt in- 
&ruQed in thoſe Scriptures that ſer 
forth the eaſjeſt parts of our. Saviour's 
Offices, as Prophet, Prieſt, and Kjng'; 
but afterwards, thoſe that aſſerted 
his Divinity, Pm ſure St. Clement 
makes theſe Babes to be the Catechu- 
mens, Or thole that were inſtructed 
inthe Catechiftick Parts of Chriſtia- 
 Ynity ; but.the Perfect, thoſe.thar 
were inſtructed in the ſublimeſt parts 
of Religion; to wit, the Eſſexce of the 
Dzvine Nature, But now the great 
Crime is, that all theſe Meaſures of 
Initiation were taken from the I 
Mov thens : 


=_ my TS VO on” L.<_. a " means. E of 4S 
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b. - thens : And this is prov'd, becauſe 
BE they are much the ſame. 
| It is not now my buſineſs to exa- 
mine the Parallel;tho? I muſt confeſ 
there are,ina great many things;very 
Irvely Reſemblances : But as for the 
Crime, I cannot diſcern- where that 
lies, ſince the Chriſtians did not ſym: 
bolize with any Defign to form a 
Comprehenſion between Heatheniſm 
©...and Chriſtianity ; nor (asthis Author 
-fuggeſts) out of an Opinion of any 
Rehgion contain'd- in fuch Rites, ſee 
N. 97.*%Þut out of a Zeal for G OD; 
and the Souls of Men, they, 1n Sr. 
Fi | PauPs Language, became all things un- 
oy, to them, that 7 poſſible they mizht en- 
h _- ' larze the Territories of Chris Kyne- 
*=domi, 4nd [ave ſome ; for, as long as 
they atted on theſe Principles, I think 
there was no more Guilt in em, than 
in St. PauPs occaſional Compliances 
IO Oe Rites. | Indeed our. Ad- 
verſary elſewhere - | Num. 58; 79.7] 
gives this very account of theſe Ini- 
tiations or Compliances j7and there- 
torc;T cannot conceive how he can 
juſtitie fo baſe an Aſperſion; vz. 
N. go. {. Fre is enowh to ſhew- how 
fy Chri- 
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Chriſtianity became myſterious, and how 


ſo Divine an Inſtitution did, thro the 
Craft and Ambition of Prieſts and 
Philoſc was decenerate into-meer Pa- 
ganiſm.] It's well known there arc 


other Accounts given of thoſe Reli- 


gious Rites that were introduc'd in 


the Primitive Church, than thoſe al- 


ready aſſignd ; and thoſe too that are 
abundantly ſufficient to vindicate the 


/Lawfulneſs of *em : TI'ſhall refer'him 
'to St. Cyril, the Author he has cited, 
"whois very par ticular on this Sub- 
Ject. 


But, ina word, it's manifeſt they: 
were in *emſelves the beſt Expedients 


to maintain the” Diſcipline of the 


Church, and eſtabliſh a regular and 


-uniform Piety, as well as orthodox; 


clear,and well-digeſted Faith; ſo un- 


uſt, is the Charge, that makes em 


Artifices to introduce Myſtery, Ign0- 
Flue, and Blizd Obedtence. 


Wy »dhy, As for thoſe Emblematical 
; mtroduc'd in the Adminiſtrati- 


'ons of the Chriſtian Sacraments, they 
blihi poſſibly wremny + wo the efta- 


bliſhing Myferzes ina Jewiſh Sence, 
"as it 15s uſed for Typica Repreſents: 


tions, 
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_ tions ; but they ſeem to have no ten- 
dency -to eſtabliſh Myſtery in the 
ſence we contend for ; I mean, as it is 
pur for Incomprehenſible Truths. 
But let us reflect a little on the Baſe- 
zeſs of this Accuſation : Here's a ge- 
neral Combination in the Paſtors of 
the Catholick Church, and a great 
many Helliſh Deſigns form*d in the 
Womb of it ; Ambitioz and Covetouſ- | 
eſs is the original Spring, Ceremony 
and a great many Juperfinous Rites 
the Inſtrument, aad the grand De- 
ſigns were to turn Religion into Mj- 
ſtery, even to that degree, that in the 
Opinion of this Author, it has made 
a Divine Inſtitution degenerate into 
Paganiſm; N. go. But, for what 
Reaſon ? . Purely becauſe ſome Chri- 
ſtian Rules of Diſcipline reſemble the 
Religious Rites of Heathens ; for, 
there can no other be fix'd on thoſe 
that are truly Primitive. Tf this be 
ſo, Pm ſure the Cenſure is extrava- 
gantly abſurd. What ifa ſober Hea- 
then as upon the ſtrict Rules of Ju- 
ſtice, and abhors Slander and Detra- 
Qion, more than this Calumaiator ; 
muſt not a good Chriſtian er wi 
the 
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Properly calPd Myſteries. 


Garp'd with Pagatiifm? ' Pm ſure 


15 innocent or lawful. by 


'” Tndeed, this Gentleman declaims 


2painft Myſtery very heartily,” but I 
; am afraid he has roo muc raps 


#* 


| with one ſort of it; for, ſuch logical; - 
I fich Groandleſs, ſuch Vile Aperſions, 
inuſt take their Rife from the My/te- 


ry of Tniquity, that reigns inthe wet 
E 


Places ; for*tis nothing elſe bur. t 


anpyige of him that i jultly ftiſcd, 


the Accuſer of his Brethren. 
-—- Bur, to proceed a little further, I 


find he has an immortal Abhorrence 


of the Croſs Baptiſm, of Altars, of_ _ 


"the Dedication or Conſecration of 


? 
£ 
» 


_ Charches, Maſick, the Rites of Burial ; 
- and, ina word, .of the Inftiidiion of 


National Charches,which he kems to 


"gl "Human Fattion, or Policy, it one 


lace ; [See pag. £72. Ed. 2. and V- 
arp etions apo Mankind in another, 


 N.93.] Now theſe are Rites and 
" Sandtions enjoyn'd and prattis'd' in 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church' of England ; 
and wheii he' thinks fit ro diſcover .- 


wherein the Evil of them'conſifts; or 


Thar "the People 


L Church 


pat WL ff BL. ” 0 I45 We 8 
the ſame. Virtae, for fear of being 4M 


of this National 


\ 


' 


uu 196 Certain Chriſtian Doftrines, | 
.- Churchare not obliged: to yield an 


Obedience tg *em, df can Ax-. i 
_ ſwer, and ſuch as will ſet him off in | 


his own Colours and Language too; 
that 1s, -prove him an impertinent 
'Trifler. It's true, - he ſeems to ex- 


plode*em, becauſe [nothing like theſe | 


are in the Writings of the Apoſtles, but 
they are all plainly contain'd inthe Books 


of the Gentiles; aud was the Subſtance 


of their Worſhip :} when we make 


ſuch things the - Subſtance of our | 
Worſhip, then let him accuſe .us; 
& But as for the Neceſſity of finding: 


< the 'particular. Ceremonies: in the 
« Writings of the Apoſtles, we ſay 
« there's none ; it's ſufficient we find 

__ 6'em by: a fair Conſequence, 1inal- 
«© much as. we: find an Eccleſiaſtical 
< Power commiſſioned to enaQt pru- 
<« dent Laws for the Peace and Unity 


- * of the Church, for the maintenance | 


« of Decency, Order, and Uniformi- 


< ty inthe Publick Worſhip of God ; 
« and as long as Ceremonies are cho- : 


« ſen, wich reſpe& to the Number, 
«ſd as not to. bring a Burden, and 
« create Diſtraction in the Publick 
« Worſhip of God, and with reſpe 
* to theNature of *em, inaſmuch as 


* they 


SCH .o0C 7 £0 (> 


nn 2. VE my 


*. - Properly call d Myſteries. | 
I <they carry a manifeſt Tendency to- 
| ©wards the Advancement of the 
'4 Ends of Religion. 


 Haram & aliarum e 
Jun fr legent expo, 
 nullans invenies : Traditio tibz pretes- . 
 Aetur | by way 'of Rale, whereas he 
 feads it, prerenditar}] AntFrix, conſur- 

I tado co briata, of fides obſervatrix, 
: Lib. de Coron, c. 4. CR We 
: | "But to draw. towards a Concluli- 
-on,*T do not* now intend a formal 
"Vindication of Ceremonies ; howe- 
' ver, I think T have offered enough to 
- publiſh the Tgnorance or Impudence 


Again, we fay Apoſtolick PraQtice 


-or Tradition, and an uninterrupted. 
Cuſtom of the Primitive Church, is. 
[certainly a conſiderable Argument 
Fnot only of the Lawfulnefs, but Ai- 
thority of %em, eſpecially ſo as that 
none ſball diſpute an Obedience, when 


once they are enjoyn'd by onr proper Ec- 


| cfefiaftical Superiours. Pr ſure Ters 
tallian makes this an expreſs Rule of - 
"Obedience in theſe matrers, tho? this 
Author, by the help of a falſe Cita- 


tion, ſeems to infinuate the contrary : 
h mods diſtipling- 
? 


7 
ules 'Seriptur ar un 


of the Man; when he aflſerts, That 


: [norhing is ſo naturally oppoſite as Ce- 


2 Yemony 
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* . remony and Chriſtianity, N.-951 
What, even thoſe that are appointed 
to determine (for Decency,. and U- I: 
 niformity's ſake) the: Natural Cir- | 
_cumftances of Publick Worſhip, © 
ach as Time, Place, and Manner ? 
{Ler him make this out by dixe of 
© Argument, a engage (as was 
coflel bebire) he ſlab faven far 
© Anſwer. And now I have gone 
thro? a tedious Harrangue, which 
whether it be more made ok Im- 
potent Malice, or Illogical Concly- 
ſions, 1s Rn ; and therefore, I 
_  thimk myſelf happy to arrive at his 
.Concluſion, and more: happy that I 
find little in it, that either deſerves, 
or can juſtly provoke a Reply : for I || 
find him either bantering the World Þ 
. with his own Objeftions, and An- Þ- 
. ſwers, which if placed in the Bal-*} 
lance, . will. not weigh a Grain to ef- | 
fet the Merits of the. Cauſe: either 
way, Or giving *em an account of his 
next Undertakings, tho? in his laſt E- 
dition,he's ſo Ko toadd aReſerve, 
that: Pm mych afraid will baulk.the 
ng Mea; the Thing; for he let's 
us know, hell take his own time for 
it, asa thing not in the Command of 
Ed na Ti, 


| — | Mortal; and I'm perſwaded hell 
# prove. the Maxim by experimental - 
| Demonſtration ; ; for, I beheve,.want 
{© of Health, or Buſineſs, or ſomething 
| lf, will make ita good while before 
| he pots his finiſhing hand to his new 
intended Syſtem of Divinity. One 
's or. two things, - however, I cannot 
ir Þ but remark;beforel take a final leave. 
e i "And, 
h - Firſt; After all os Argament, the. 
-/ | Reader may imagine that the Nifte- 
+ | (ce between us 15 not conſiderable ; 
"for he allows,. That we cannot pre- 
s tend 'to an Adequate Knowledge of 
I | Things; and we ſay, That Divize 
S, Tracks are chiefly Myſterious, in re- 
E tpeft of the. Modis of *em-; and as 
d | it's impoſſible to comprehend. the 
- | Myſterious part of *em,' ſo we grant 
- © it's, not neceſſary to he known, or 
= | comprehended : But yet. for all 
r | this, the Difference is very conſidera- 
s. | -ble ; .for this Gentleman perempto- 
- | nly "affirms, 'That the Modes of all 
| Revealed Traths, is explicable ; lee: 
e | Num.77. Set. 3. Andin the Con- 
s | Sakog he tells us, If his Hypotheſis 
r | ffands good, [Whatever Inſtance can 
f | be caged (he means 1n contradiction 
MY ans 
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_ formed a moſt Compendious Rule 
for diſcarding the fundamental Do- 
Qrines of Oriftianity, if any be 
"propoſed, whoſe Mow he cannot 
comprehend, and that too by com- 
mon Ideas, or Notions, his Hypo- 
| thefis directs, That they are to be 
 rejeted"as not Div inely * revealed : 
Indeed, whoſoever ſurveys his Hypo- 
theſis, may at the firſt glance di Lon 


this to be the Deſign, though he had- 
not 'blabed out the Secret inthe Cloſe || 
of it ;. and certainly the Deſign is {0 


pernicious, and (tho? formed on 2 
weak Hypotheſis) liable to-influence 


an unwary uy Rear, and cheat him 


out of the main of his Creed, . that I 
_ wonder this Gentleman has eſcaped 
ſo long without. being chaſtiſed by 


ſome Pen more accurate than I can | 


pretend to. | 

The Second thin 1 hall take no» 
tice of is, 'The Provilions he has made 
againſt an Anſwer ; for he. tells us, 


That [no particular Tyſtances, or Do- 


' (irines of. any ſort, can ſerve for 4 


ad reapanlh to this Diſcoarſe.] This 


IS 


259 -s Vine be hae 
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_ not. 


* Prior cal4 My aries. 
is spretry well truly! He has be IL 


[i 


muſt paſs for an Anfwer,that 


remptory, and univerſal Poſition in 
an Adverſary ; and the force of Poſi- 


tions, Arguments, or Notians that 
exif in Theory, or Univerſals, are 
"beſt illuſtrated and imprinted by In- 


*ftances. . Pax ſure he proceeds by 
theſe Meaſures inall his Reaſonings, 
and will he debar others of thoſe 
Privile es he allows lumfelf ? This 
is to ma e himſelf the abſolute So- 
Vereiga of Reaſon and yxreothng 


as if he eff of Mankind had no 


Right to uſe apy more of either, but 
What he cantons out by his own 
' Weights, and Meaſures. But he 
tells us, Inſtances can be no Anfwer 


to his Diſcourſe, [4s long as the Rea- - 


ſons of it hold 200d. :] Very true, for 
if the Res hotd good, the In- 
ſtances 


xrmed by his Model, or. has 
"not received his I mprimatur. As for 
the force-of 2 aha it's very well 

known, that an oppoſite. Inftagce is 
'perfe& Demonſtration againſt a pe- 


fitians,and will he be as lire in LG... 
; FepecEribing to. his Anſwerers ? Asif 


ms 


b., + 458 


"Rab Medg'da "exiſt em PEP 
; or 1hcompetent*: Bit ' 
yo. Inſtances I have produced are* 
levelPd againſt his Reaſons and Poſes. 
- #ions too, and, I hope, they fafficient-' 
_ deſtroy both, and then the Method” 
of Aiwerin will juſtifie irfelf with-": 
| out his Licere or Approbation. . 
Ina word, as for this Anſwer, T 
offer /it 'to_ every candid impartiaF 
* Reader with Deferetce and Submif- 
fion, who, I queſtion not, will paſs' 
over ſome Hite Slips or Blots that 
may ariſe thro? heat of Argument, if 
the main-Lines are corre and clear.” 
And as for this Gentleman, - or his? 
- Zealous Admirers, I'tender the Sub-" 
 _ or principal Parts of it, to be”: 
- treated as he has peremrp torily wo : 
ved at the foot of. his : Diforrſe. BE 
mean, give zr no more Quarter than be 
will to Error ; but, according to his* 
utmoſt Abilities and Opportunities, 
expoſe it in itstrae Colours,” that he* 
may not be charg'd as an Acceſſary 1 
againft himſelf, 10 reddring his own': 
-Etbodies iveffeQual, by wiexkhymin-! | 
Wee Dx ſoftening of any ching: "2 


